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Franklin

Bi-centenary Celebration
]

INTRODUCTION

AT the Annual Grand Communication of the Grand
Lodge of Pennsylvania, held on St. John the Evan-
gelist’s Day, December 27, A. D. 1905, A. L. 5905, in
the Masonic Temple, corner of Broad and Filbert
Streets, Philadelphia, R. W. Grand Master Brother
James W. Browy, in his valedictory address, said:

““I have referred to BexsaMin FRANKLIN in a previ-
ous paragraph, the fourth Grand Master of Masons
in Pennsylvania, a patriot, a statesman, one of the
most gifted of men, earning from his efficient abilities
the name of ‘‘The Many-Sided Franklin,”” a strong
figure in our national history, the companion of Wasn-
INGTON, the country’s Representative abroad during
the darkest days of the young republic, an enthusi-
astic Freemason, and history shows his participation
in Masonic funetions while in England and in France.
Time does not permit me to dwell upon his career, but
this Grand Lodge cherishes and reveres his memory,
and it seems fitting that we commemorate the ap-
proaching 200th anniversary of his birth. I am glad

that an appropriation was made by the Grand Lodge
9



1706—The Franklin Bi=centenary—1906

to permit an exhibition of his relics under the auspices
of the Committee on Library.”’

At the same Grand Communication, R. W. Grand
Master Brother Georce W. KEnbDrICK, JR., in his in-
augural address, said:

“The year 1906 marks the 200th anniversary of
the birth of Bensamin Frankrin, the distinguished
statesman, scientist, diplomat and Mason. It is my
intention to commemorate the occasion with appro-
priate exercises at our March Communication, and
I trust we may have a very large attendance.

“‘There will be an exhibition of Frankliniana under
the direction of the Committee on Library during the
month of March, to which I invite the attention of
the Craft, as it will be well worthy of a visit.”’

At the Quarterly Communication of the Grand
Lodge, held on Wednesday evening, March 7, A. D.
1906, suitable commemorative exercises were held as
arranged by the R. W. Grand Master, which are
herein recorded.

At the conclusion of the programme, on motion of
Brother James M. Lamsertox, the following resolu-
tion was unanimously adopted:

‘‘Resolved, That there be prepared and published,
under the direction of the Right Worshipful Grand
Master, a complete account of the exercises of this
evening, and those of April 19th, A. D. 1906, together
with other suitable matter relating to Right Worship-

ful Brother Bexsamin FraxgLin.”’
10



Tntroduction

The catalogue of the Loan Exhibition of Frank-

liniana is given at the end of this volume.

The Legislature of the State of Pennsylvania, at its
Session of 1905, by an Act approved the 11th day of
May, A. D. 1905 (P. L. 522), appropriated the sum of
$20,000 to ‘‘the American Philosophical Society, held
at Philadelphia, for promoting useful knowledge, to
defray the expenses of the proposed celebration of the
200th Anniversary of the birth of Benjamin Frank-
lin.””  The preamble of the Act is as follows:

‘““Whereas, The two hundredth anniversary of the
birth of Benjamin Franklin will occur on the seven-
teenth day of January, Anno Domini one thousand
nine hundred and six;

‘“And whereas, by his services to the city of Phila-
delphia in suggesting and promoting the first public
library established in this country, the school which
subsequently developed into the University of Penn-
sylvania, the Pennsylvania Hospital, the American
Philosophical Society, the formation of the first
Masonic lodge established in America, and other in-
stitutions of charity and learning;

“By his services to Pennsylvania in the defense of
its frontier against the French and Indians, in resist-
ing the unjust claims of the proprietors, as a member
of the Assembly and its Speaker, as the agent of the
Colony of England, as president of the convention
which framed the first Constitution for the State, and

as president of the State for three consecutive terms;
11



1706—The Franklin Bi-centenary—1906

““By his services to all the colonies in defending
their rights and advancing their interests abroad, and
as a member of the Continental Congress in promoting
their development and formation into an independent
nation;

“By his services to the United States as a Com-
missioner, and subsequently as their sole Plenipo-
tentiary at the court of France, during the revolution,
under circumstances most difficult and discouraging,
which were of decisive benefit and effect in establish-
ing the Independence of the United States, and as a
delegate from Pennsylvania to the convention which
framed the Constitution of the United States; and,

““By his contributions to knowledge, through his
discoveries in electrical and other sciences, he earned
the grateful remembrance of the people of this State,
and it is proper that the approaching bi-centenary of
his birth should be appropriately celebrated.”’

‘While the other statements in this preamble may or
may not be accurate, the statement that Frankrin
promoted ‘‘the formation of the first Masonic lodge
established in America,”” can hardly be said to be
accurate, when we recall the old account book, now
in the Collection of the Historical Society of Penn-
sylvania, ‘‘Liber B,’”’ of St. John’s Lodge, Philadel-
phia, of which Frankrixn became a member; for from
this book it appears that he was initiated in February,
A. D. 1730-1. An account of that Lodge is given in

this volume.
12
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The celebration under the auspices of the American
Philosophical Society, or ‘‘The Franklin Bi-centen-
ary’’ as it was called, which began on Tuesday, April
17th, with a public reception of delegates from foreign
Societies, and ended with a dinner at the Hotel
Bellevue-Stratford on Friday evening, April 20th, in-
cluded a function in the Academy of Musie, under the
direction of the University of Pennsylvania, at which
an oration was delivered by the Honorable HamproN
L. Carson, LL.D., Attorney General of Pennsylvania,
and honorary degrees were conferred upon a number
of distinguished persons, including Brother Epcar F.
SmritH, President of the American Philosophical So-
ciety and Vice Provost of the University of Pennsyl-
vania, and Brother Epwarp VII, King of Great
Britain and Ireland and Emperor of India, M. W.
Past Grand Master of England; and a public meeting
of the Society in the Academy of Musie, at which
Brother the Honorable Samuer, W. PENNYPACKER,
LL.D., Governor of Pennsylvania, presided as Patron
of the Society.

A very cordial and urgent invitation was extended
by the President of the American Philosophical So-
ciety on its behalf, to the Grand Master of Penn-
sylvania, R. W. Brother Georce W. Ke~xbrICK, JR., tO
take charge of a memorial service, to be held on the
afternoon of Thursday, April 19th, at the tomb of
Fraxkuix, where he was laid to rest April 19th, A. D.

1790, as he had been Grand Master of Masons in
13
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Pennsylvania in the early part of the eighteenth
century.

This invitation was accepted, and an account of the
service is given in this volume.

The first Book of Constitutions of the Grand Lodge
of England, was prepared by the Reverend Brother
James AxpersoN, D.D. (one of the Grand Wardens in
1723), approved by the Grand Lodge January 17,
A. D. 1722-3, and published under the title of ‘‘The
Constitutions of the FREE-MASONS. Containing
the History, Charges, Regulations, &c of that most
Ancient and Right Worshipful FRATERNITY. For
the Use of the LODGES.’’ It was printed in London
“‘by WiLLiam Huxter, for Jou~ Sexex at the Globe,
and Jorx Hooke at the Flower-de-luce over-against
St. Dunstan’s Church, in Fleet-street. In the Year
of Masonry 5723 Anno Domini 1723.”

It was reprinted in Philadelphia in A. D. 1734 by
Fraxkrix, and was the earliest Masonie book printed
in America, and is here reproduced in fac-simile.

At the Quarterly Communication, held June 6, A.
D. 1906, the R. W. Grand Master announced that he
had appointed Brothers James M. Lamserroxn and
JuLtus F. Sacuse to prepare a memorial volume.

THE CELEBRATION

The programme was as follows:

14
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CELEBRATION

OF THE

TWO HUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY

OF THE BIRTH OF

Brother Benjamin Franklin

BY

The Right Worshbiptful Grand Lodge

O THI: MOST ANCIENT AND
HONORABLL FRATERNITY OF

Free and HAccepted Masons of Pennsylvania

AND MASONIC JURISDICTION THEREUNTO BELONGING

AT THE QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION

HELD IN THE

MASONIC TEMPLE
IN THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA

ON WEDNESDAY, MARCH SEVENTH, A.D. 1906, A. L. 5906
AT 7 O'CLOCK P.M.



1.

23

3.

4.

5.

PROGRAMME

.

THE FELLOW-CRAFTS SONG. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . Delafaye
(From Anderson’s “* Constitutions,” reprinted by Franklin in 1734)
““Hail Masonry! thou Craft divine!
Glory of Earth, from Heav'n reveal'd ;

Which dost with Jewels precious shine,
From all but #Masons Eyes conceal’d.”

‘“I'Hg EARTH IS THE LORD's” . . . . . . . . . . Gerrish
““OUR LAND, O LORD, WITH SONGS OF PRAISE”. . . . . . Schnecker
ANTHEM . . . o o o e Vaudon

Hail! Mysterious Glorious Science
Which to discord bids defiance,
Harmony alone reigns here,

Come let’s sing to Him that rais’d us
From the rugged path that maz'd us
To the light we revere.

“RECESSIONAL™ . . . . . . . . ... ... .. . Kipling-De Koven



PROGRAMME

INTRODUCTORY L R. W. G. M. Bro. GEo. W. KENDRICK, JR.

FRANKLIN—THE LESSON HIS LIFE TEACHES
R. W. P. G. M. Bro. EDGAR A. TENNIS

FRANKLIN AND THE UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA
P. M. Bro. Epcar F. SMmITH, University Lodge, No. 610

FRANKLIN AS A FREEMASON
P. M. Bro. JuLius F. SacHsg, Columbia Lodge, No. g1
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BROTHER WILLIAM L. GORGAS .
BROTHER THOMAS R. PATTON .
BROTHER WILLIAM A. SINN .
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. Grand Master

. Deputy Grand Master
. Senior Grand Warden
. Junior Grand Warden
Grand Treasurer

. Grand Secretary
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Bro. BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, G. M.
Bro. JOHN CRAP, D. G. M.
BrRo.JAMES HamiLTON, S. G. W.

Bro. THOMAS HOPKINSON, J. G. W.
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Grand FLovge of Penngplbania

QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION
Held at Philadelphia

March 7, A. D. 1906, A. L. 59006

¢
PRESENT

Bro. GeorGe W. KExpRICK, JR. R. W. Grand Master.

Washington, No. 59, Philadelphia.

GeorGE W. GuruHrRIE . . R.W.Senior Grand Warden, Aect-
Franklin, No. 221, Pittsburgh. ing R.W. Deputy Grand Master.
WiLLiay L. Gorgas . . . R.W.Junior Grand Warden, Act-
Perseverance, No. 2I, Harrisburg. ing R.W.Senior Grand Warden.
Perer Boyp . . . . . Senior Grand Deacon, Acting R.
Corinthlan, No. 363, Philadelphla. W. Junior Grand Warden.
Tuoymas R. Parroxn . . . R. W. Grand Treasurer.

Union, No. 121, Philadelphia.

WiLiam A. Sy . . . R. W. Grand Seeretary.
Montgomery, No.19, Philadelphia.

Joux A. PErry . . . . Deputy Grand Seeretary.
Integrity, No. 187, Philadelphia.

Winriax J. KeLLy . . R. W. Past Grand Master.
Washington, No.59, Philadelphia.

Epcar A. Texxis . . . R. W. Past Grand Master.

Lamberton, No. 371, Thompscn-
town.

J. Hexry WiILLIAMS
Washington, No. 59, Philadelphia.

Joux L. KIxsey .

Philo, No. 444, Philadelphia. - Distriet Deputy Grand Masters.

MurpocH XKENDRICK
University, No. 610, Philadelphia. J

23
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Bro. GEOrRGE HALE . - .

143

143

43

14

143

University, No. 610, Phlladelphia.

JoHN W. LANSINGER . .
Lodge No. 43, Lancaster,

WiLniam M. DONALDSON .
Robert Burns, No. 464, Harrisburg.

SaMuerL M. GOODYEAR . .
Cumberland Star, No. 197, Carlisle.

George H. SHIRK . . .
Patmos, No. 343, Hanover,

Davip H. Weaver . . .
Coatesville, No. 564, Coatesville.

TxHADDEUS S. ADLE . . .
Charity, No. 190, Norristown.

Apam H. ScuMEHL . .
St. John’s, No. 435, Reading.

AaroN R. TRUMBOWER . .
Saucon, No. 469, Coopersburg.

Marraew H. MacMILLAN.
Mahanoy City, No. 357, Mahanoy
City.

TroMas F. WELLS . . .
Peter Williamson, No. 323, Scran-
ton.

HoMmer E. SPENCER . . .
Canawacta, No. 360, Susquehanna,

James WiLsoN Pmatr . .
Temple, No. 248, Tunkhannock.

Howarp F. MArSH . . .
Ossea, No. 317, Wellsboro.

JaMes A. Pvgr . . . .
Ivy, No. 397, Williamsport.

Ezra C. Doty . . . . .
Union, No. 324, Miflintown.

Winsoxn I. Fueming . .
Bellefonte, No. 268, Bellefonte.

Davip A. Sawpey . . .
Perry, No. 3892, Erle.

WarTer D. Crarxg . . .

Lodge of the Craft, No. 433, New
Castle.

N

\ Distriet Deputy Grand Masters.

24



The Celebration

Bro. WrirLiaM B. MEREDITH . .

Kittanning, No. 244, Kittanning.

JayMes W. McDoweLL
Washington, No. 164, Washington.

Jou~ S. SELn . . . . .
Westmoreland, No. 518, Greens-
burg.

Joux D. Carr . . . .
Fayette, No. 228, Unlontown.

JamEs Harris MussiNa .
Lakuayette, No. 199, Lock Haven.

JouN W. FARNSWORTH .
Mahoning, No. 516, Danville.

WinLiam HauN MAXWELL.
Stichter, No. 24, Pottstown.

JouN J. JoNES . . . .
Cambria, No. 278, Johnstown.

GeorRGE B. FranTz . . .

Monongahela Valley, No. 461, Coal
Centre.

Epcar W. RoBiNson . .

Eulalia, No. 342, Coudersport.

Hiram P. Kuntz . . .
Hazle, No. 327, Hazleton.

Rev. Bro. CHarLEs H. Boxp .

Covenant, No. 456, Phila-
delphia,
“  Fra~k B.LynNch,D.D.
Mount Horeb, No. 525, Phil-
adelphia.
“  SawmvueL P. KeLLy .
Lodge No. 45, Pittsburgh.

“ Epgar Cope . . .
Lodge No. 51, Philadelphia,

“  TuoMmas M. Jackson
Rising Sun, No. 126, Phila-
delphia.

“  Wmuiam B. Woop,

D0 6 oo 0 a
St. Paul’s, No. 481, Philadei-
phia.

Bro. JayES M. LAMBERTON . .

Perseverance, No. 21, Harrisburg.

N

J

>
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Bro. CuarLes W. Packer . . As Junior Grand Deacon.
Philadelphia, No. 72, Philadelphia.

“  CHARLES A. ZERBE . . . Grand Steward.
Lewistown, No. 203, Lewistown.

“ Hexry G. BRUNER . . . Grand Steward.
Lodge No. 432, Philadelphia.

“ J. Warner Hurcuins . . Grand Marshal.
Columbia, No. 91, Philadelphia.

“ WiLniaM J. Digpn . . . Grand Sword Bearer.
Hailman, No. 321, Pittsburgh.

“ (CHARLES S.Bair . . . . Grand Pursuivant.
University, No. 610, Philadelphia.

“  WiniaM B. JosLyxy . . Grand Tyler.
Hamilton, No. 274, Philadelphia.
750 Brethren, representing 173 Lodges, were pres-
ent,

The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form at 7
o’clock P. M.

Grand Chaplain Reverend Brother Tmomas M.
Jacksox offered the following

PRAYER

Almighty Gob, we, as workers on the walls of the
structure of human life and character, Thy spiritual
temple in the world, would ask the aid and guidance
of the Supreme Architect of the Universe in the
prosecution of our labors. Let Thy blessing rest
upon the officers and members of the Grand Lodge of
Pennsylvania and upon all who seek their own up-
building in righteousness. Lay the plummet of truth

to our lives, square our actions by the square of
26
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virtue, and cement us in the bonds of fraternal affec-
tion. Graciously remember all classes and conditions
of men in their need. Pardon our transgressions, and
when our work is done grant us Thy approval and
reward. Amen.

After the business of the Communication had been
concluded, the Chorus sang three verses of

THE FELLOW-CRAFTS SONG*
From Anderson’s ¢ Constitutions,” reprinted by Franklin in 1734.

Hail Masonry! Thou Craft divine!
Glory of Earth! from Heaven reveal’d!

‘Which doth with Jewels precious shine,
From all but Masons Eyes conceal’d.

Chorus.

Thy Praises due who can rehearse,
In nervous Prose or flowing Verse?

The Right Worshipful Grand Master, Brother
Georce W. XKenxprick, Jr., addressed the Grand
Lodge:

FRANKLIN THE MASON, DIPLOMAT, SCIENTIST,
PHILOSOPHER

My BrerHREN oF GRaND LoDGE:
Except in this Jurisdiction, it is not usual for Grand

Lodges to celebrate the anniversaries of our illustri-
ous departed. This may be due in no small measure
* The words of the entire song will be found in the Reprint of the

“ Constitutions ” below.

27
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to the fact that Pennsylvania numbers among her
dead a greater proportion who won recognition for
services to mankind, or that this Grand Lodge had
jurisdiction over the territory in which such services
were performed.

Freemasonry is distinetly a human institution and
upon the lives and conduct of its members its success
or failure depends. That it has been able so early
to achieve and hold its important place in the in-
stitutions of this country from the early days to the
present, indicates that the foundation prineciples upon
which it was constituted were strong and enduring,
and in addition that the founders were familiar with
and had a veneration for the implements and pur-
poses of the work.

Of all the men whose names sound through the ever-
echoing halls of Fame to immortality, for their work
in creating the Republic in which we live, the two
most conspicuously identified with our Fraternity were
WasnaINgTON and FraxkLin, and no two represented
more different types and yet held in closer tie one
predominating trait. Wasmingrox from the South,
Fraxkrix from the North, one a man of the country,
the other of the cities and towns; one recognized as a
founder, the other as the saviour of his country.
WasHINGTON a man of battles, FraxkLiN a man of
diplomacy and peace. Our first and greatest Presi-
dent punctilious as to forms, social and religious;

our first and greatest Philosopher, in his search for
28
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truth, oblivious of ecriticism and indifferent to reli-
gious sects, his motto being Truth, Sincerity and
Integrity. But both of these men had to an unusual
degree faith; faith in themselves, faith in other men
and faith in a Divine Providence, and in His love and
law as displayed by our First Great Light.

And out of this faith grew in FrangLIN an exceed-
ing patience, and out of his tremendous imagination
(and it has been said that no one can be universally
successful without imagination), there ever appeared
an optimism, an assurance that in the end right would
triumph in measure greater than dreamed, which
acted like a lamp and a pillar of light to the weary
and disheartened, during the times that tried men’s
souls.

It has always seemed to me that if these two quali-
ties abounded in man the sister virtue would gladly
follow hand in hand, and with Faith, Hope and
Charity as corner-stones, our hearts would be temples
pleasing in the sight of the Great Architect.

Of Fraxkuin it has been said that he was the
“moralist of common sense.”” He was always in
search of light, was ever a close student of the
unknown and mysterious, always was identified with
public movements, anything by which his fellows
might be benefited. His sympathies were rather for
mankind than for men. And yet he rose from a
penniless apprentice printer to sit in the council cham-
bers of the kings and have a vote in deciding the

29
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destiny of nations. He was ‘‘many-sided,”’ and as
each step in his career affords some lesson for us,
upon this occasion the second centenary of the birth
of our Past Grand Master, who illustrated in his long
and strenuous life, so many of the principles of Free-
masonry, some of the Brethren at my request have

consented to address you.
The Chorus sang the following anthem, by Gerrish:

THE EARTH IS THE LORD’S.

The earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness thereof; the world,
and they that dwell therein. For He hath founded it upon
the seas, and established it upon the floods. Who shall ascend
into the hill of the Lord ? or who shall stand in His holy place?
He that hath eclean hands, and a pure heart; who hath not
lifted up his sonl unto vanity, nor sworn deeeitfully. He
shall reccive the blessing from the Lord, and righteousness
from the God of his salvation. This is the generation of them
that seek Iiim, that seek thy face, O Jaeob. Lift up your
heads, O ye gates; and be ye lifted up, ye everlasting doors;
and the King of glory shall come in. Who is this King of
glory? The Lord strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in
battle. Lift up yonr heads, O ye gates; even lift them up,
ve everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall eome in.
‘Who is this King of glory? The Lord of hosts, He is the
King of glory.

Right Worshipful Past Grand . Master Brother

Epcar A. Texxis addressed the Grand Lodge:
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FRANKLIN—THE LESSON HIS LIFE TEACHES

When the Almighty sent the first pair out into the
world to wring from an unwilling soil the bread to
sustain physical life, He gave them two particular
blessings, which have clung to them through all the
ages as only Divine favors can cling to man—one was
connubial love, designed to people the earth with
multitudes like unto the stars of the firmament and
Heaven with angelic hosts; the second was love for
the mysterious, designed by the Great Architect of the
Universe to be the Archimedian lever which should
lift mankind from the clay of sensual depravity and
the mire of ignorance, to the high grounds and pure
atmosphere of spiritual and intellectual excellence.

It is of this second blessing we are most concerned
as Masonic Brethren, because it entails the greater
sacrifice and the employment of deeper virtues for its
accomplishment.

Looking back over the years limited to the life of
this Grand Lodge, we find few whose names are illus-
trious and who have left foot-prints upon the sands of
time. Compared, however, with any other two cen-
turies of our national existence, we find commendable
progress and the roll of honorable men and heroic
achievements in humanity’s cause much to our credit.

The mystery of navigation charmed Coruvmsus from

the marts of trade to the courts of kings, mystery
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lent magical charms to his arguments, mystery filled
his sails, stood at the wheel and guided his frail
craft over her own mysterious and unknown sea, with
the result that millions will speak his name with
grateful lips through all the coming ages.

To study the source and history of the mystery of
Ancient Craft Masonry, Roserr Morris, of blessed
memory, left home and native land to dwell among
strangers, and, if the mystery of our Society had no
other plea for its existence than that this heroie and
Christian disciple joined the East and West to each
other by a fraternal bond of affection, which time
cannot corrode but which will abide until empires
crumble into dust and are forgotten, it would be young
a thousand years hence.

‘Warrs, in his silent reverie at his mother’s ingle-
side, discovered the mysterious power of steam and
its " benefits to man are beyond the computation of
mathematicians.

NewtoN studied nature until in an unguarded mo-
ment she allowed him to catch a glance at the secret
of gravitation, and then dropped the curtain to her
mysteries forever.

The immortal Warrex upon Bunker’s awful Mount
sealed with his blood those principles which our So-
ciety inculcated and he professed.

The patriotism of Wasuixgron yet fills every heart
and dwells on every tongue; these men have gone

down cloudless in the west, ripe in years and full of
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virtue, but what can we say for the object of our
sketch, who with a silken cord, more potent than bands
of steel or hammered gold, drew from the clouds the
mystery of electricity and adapted it to the use of his
fellows?

What I may say is limited to a fraction of an hour,
while my subject has lived in distinguished memory
for two hundred years, since it was just this number
of years ago in Boston, then a small village, when one
of the greatest of Americans, Benxyamix Fraxxkux,
first saw the light of day.

His father, Jositam Fraxkrin, came from Ecton, in
Northamptonshire, England, where the family lived
for at least three hundred years and probably many
more. They were a hardy race. Several of them had
been blacksmiths and Fraxkrin’s grandfather fol-
lowed his trade.

Bexgamix was the only distinguished member of a
family of fifteen; the rest had no ambition, and none
of them rose above mediocrity. Fraxxnix’s mother
was his father’s second wife. His parents originally
intended him for a clergyman but fate had willed
otherwise; Bexsamix never could remember when he
learned to read and write, and from eight to ten he
attended the Boston Grammar School—hut at this
tender age he was taken to work with his father who
was a tallow-chandler and soap boiler. When thirteen,
he was apprenticed to his brother James, a printer
and book-seller; soon learning all there was to know
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at that time about the art of printing, he commenced
to write himself.

His first performances were ballads ¢‘The Light-
house Tragedy’’ and ‘‘Blackbeard, the Pirate.”” He
afterwards became editor and publisher of his
brother’s paper ‘‘The New England Courant,”’ but
at seventeen he ran away because of ill-treatment
from his brother; and, not finding work in New York,
he came to Philadelphia with a loaf of bread under
each arm and one in his mouth, and found work as a
journeyman printer.

His services to this First City of our Common-
wealth must not be forgotten. Largely through his
efforts the Philadelphia Library was started in 1731.
He organized the Union Fire Company in 1736, which
was the City’s first Fire Department. 1744 saw the
establishment of the Philosophical Society, the oldest
of the kind in the country which sprung from a small
club that Fraxkruin had gotten up. In 1749 he raised
$2,000 by subscription for the establishment of an
academy. From this academy and charitable school
came the University of Pennsylvania.

The association of his name with these enterprises
should not be understood, however, as meaning that
they were built on his money, either wholly or mainly.
He never had enough money for that. They were
founded on his wise plans, on his generous expendi-
ture of time, trouble and thought. These things were

done amidst the engrossing demands of a growing
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business by a man who made the public business a
part of his business, and refused to allow his own
personal interests to command all his time.

When the University of Pennsylvania proudly de-
scribes itself to-day as ‘‘founded by Bexsamin Fraxk-
Lix’’ the word ‘‘founded’ means not cash but char-
acter.

Unlike many distinguished men, FrankrLix was not
a man of letters but a man of affairs. His ambition
in life was to be a doer rather than a writer, yet he
was one of America’s representative writers. He
was a printer, publisher, journalist, merchant, phi-
lanthropist, promotor, statesman, diplomat, inventor,
scientist, author, jack and master of all trades. He
was the prototype of the successful, self-made Amer-
ican.

Though many-sided he was not myriad-minded.
His dominant mental trait was common sense, which
is nothing but ability to see the connection between
the canse and the effect in the affairs of everyday
life, and to act accordingly.

His eye was always on facts and his mind was
always inquiring for causes. It is fortunate for
FraxkLix that the second centenary of his birth falls
as it does, for we are realizing, year by year, the
supreme importance of the things he stood for, the
supreme importance to a country whose future is
to be won through the arts of peace and not of war,

of his type of citizenship.
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We have suffered from the military ideal of citizen-
ship, for it made and makes the citizenship of peace
seem dull, tame and not worth while. The country
has never lacked men who would die for it. Such
danger as it is in to-day lies in its lack of men
willing to do something for it while they are alive
with their skins not in danger. The newspapers and
magazines are full of the crooked doings of men, who
are to-day undermining the foundations of a govern-
ment for which in times of war they would carry
a gun.

Our supreme problem in these days, when so much
is being said of corruption in office and the corrupting
influence of business men on public life, is how shall
we make the ideal of -citizenship—plain, everyday
citizenship—seem something highly important and
worth striving for.

The lesson which we can learn from the career of
Fraxxknix is the tremendous permanent value of this
type of citizenship. In point of time he was the first
great American citizen. He was widely and favor-
ably known and nearing the middle of his career
before Wasuixgron was in his teens.,

He was nearly seventy when the crisis of the Revo-
lution came, and when as an old man, full of honor
and years, feeble and afflicted with gout and rheuma-
tism, he brought France to our aid at the eritical day

of our struggle for independence, and secured the
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fund, which made the success of the Revolution pos-
sible.

We see him in his later life the idol of the French
Court, pitted against the shrewdest diplomats of the
old world to plead for the struggling American colo-
nies and gaining his ends almost as much through
_social tact and charm as by the power of a well-
trained mind. He did not lead men, he managed
them,

Fraxkrin was born poor, had little school educa-
tion, as I have stated, and began life with an insatiable
desire to improve himself and his condition. Eco-
nomy and frugality were his in a marked degree.
No man ever lived who had a greater notion of the
value of time.

An anecdote illustrating this is told which we have
no reason to regard as a jest: FraxkrLix’s father, like
every good old-time New Knglander, said Grace be-
fore meals three times a day. One day when a barrel
of pork was received at the house, young BEnxjamix
earnestly entreated his parent to bless the meat in
the barrel and thereby save the time spent on blessing
at each meal the portion put on the table.

Fraxkuix cared a great deal about money; he was
shrewd and long-headed in getting it; he believed in
it and was forever writing about it and advising
young tradesmen on ‘‘The Way to Wealth’’ and how

to find it.
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““Poor Richard’s Almanac’’ is a materialist’s cate-
chism, full of wise sayings on the saving of money
and the tangible advantages of industry. The quali-
ties which Fraxgrin possessed, the business shrewd-
ness and foresight, the executive ability and the com-
bination in him of industry, economy, and endless
patience, would make him a multi-millionaire to-day.

It made him very well-to-do in his own time. He
left a fortune of over $150,000.

It should be borne in mind that it was while he
was actively and laboriously engaged in a pursuit
he loved, that of making money, that he found time
tc perform those many acts of wise citizenship which
form the substantial foundation of his later career
as a statesman.

He could do successful business and still find time
for public service.

All his qualities were made valuable by his prae-
tical sense. He was interested in nothing unless he
saw in it some use; the result was that he found
use in almost everything. It is no wonder that he
is called the ‘‘many sided FraxkLiN.”’

This practical nature makes Frangrix a typical
American; most of the larger figures of the Kigh-
teenth Century when we look back to them now, seem
a little remote in their way of thinking and acting.
They carry the peculiar flavor of their period, but

FraxgrLix, as we know him, might be a man of the
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present day—of any day in American history—but
how did FraxkLix make himself so effective a man?

How did he succeed where others failed? The
secret lies in his practical philosophy of life. Fortu-
nately he bequeathed that secret to us in the maxims
which he composed for his own guidance, during his
voyage back to America from England when he was
twenty-two years of age.

Among these pithy phrases we find:

““They that won't be counselled can’t be helped.”’

““One to-day is worth two to-morrows.’’

“‘Buy what thou hast no need of and ere long thou
shalt sell thy necessaries.”’

‘““Early to bed, early to rise,

Makes a man, healthy, wealthy and wise.”’

‘“‘Keep vour eyes wide open before marriage, half
shut afterward.”’

Worldly-wise these maxims, but sound rules of con-
duct, and, while the object of our sketch was thus
worldly-wise, yet he employed his wisdom to serve not
only himself but his friends, his neighbors, and finally
his country; and with it all he was humble, and here
his life teaches us the lesson of helpfulness and un-
selfishness.

FraxkLixn had an abiding faith in the ultimate sun-
premacy of the right, an aversion to and a successful
avoidance of all contention for personal ends. He
commanded the respect of the best men of his genera-

tion which he uniformly inspired, and while from the
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nature of his employments an obvious target for
malevolence and detraction, his word was never im-
peached nor his good faith and fairness even toward
his own or his country’s enemies successfully ques-
tioned.

These are characteristics by which the Christian is
known and a true religious life made manifest to man.
It is possible that FrankLin never dwelt upon any of
the higher planes of spiritual life, and yet who shall
say he did not? And if not, where did he get the
secret of that supernatural wisdom which always led
him to seek the good of each to the advantage of
all?

What gave him in such extraordinary measure the
confidence of men and of nations? Whence the mys-
terious vigor, which crowned with uniform success
all the great enterprises of his long life and made
him on the whole, one of the most useful and illus-
trious of men?

He me{y not have studied the sectarian divisions of
the Christian Church, or known the difference be-
tween an Episcopalian and a Roman Catholic, yet
higher than all this there was in him a noble benignity
and sincere interest in others, true devotion to the
happiness and prosperity of his fellow men which
gave a glow of genial warmth to his cool and calcu-
lating mind, enabling him after all to exhibit the being

and love of Gob, the work and gospel of Christ with
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results far more reaching than many who profess and
call themselves Christians.

After Fraxkrin’s death, an epitaph, written by him-
self when twenty-three years of age, was found among
his papers. Though it was not chiseled upon his
tomb, we may quote it here:

THE BODY OF

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN,
PRINTER,
LIKE THE COVER OF AN OLD BOOK,
ITS CONTENTS TORN OUT,

AND STRIPPED OF ITS LETTERING AND GILDING,

LIES HERE, FOOD FOR WORMS.
BUT THE WORK SHALL NOT BE WHOLLY LOST;

FOR IT WILL, AS HE BELIEVED, APPEAR ONCE MORE,
IN A NEW AND MORE PERFECT EDITION,

CORRECTED AND AMENDED

sy THE AUTHOR.

The Chorus sang the following anthem, by
Schnecker:

ANTHEM
Our land, O Lord! with songs of praise

Shall in Thy strength rejoice,
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And blest with Thy salvation raise

To Heaven a cheerful voice.

Thy sure defence through nations round,
Hath spread our country’s name,

And all her humble efforts erowned
‘With freedom and with fame.

In deep distress a patriot band
Implored Thy power to save,

For liberty they prayed;
Thy Hand the timely blessing gave.

On Thee, in want, in woe or pain,
Our hearts alone rely.

Our rights Thy mercy will maintain,
And all our wants supply.

Thus, Lord, Thy wondrous power declare
And still exalt Thy fame;

‘While we glad songs of praise prepare
For Thine almighty Name.—Amen,

Brother Epcar F. Smirn, Past Master of Univer-
sity Lodge, No. 610, addressed the Grand Lodge:

FRANKLIN AND THE UNIVERSITY OF
PENNSYLVANIA

Tue greatest republic to-day, our beloved United
States of America, can point with pride to no less

than five hundred degree-granting institutions of
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learning —our colleges and universities—in which are
gathered the flower of young American manhood and
womanhood pursuing almost every possible line of
study and research known to man.

The contributions to letters and science, emanating
from these academic halls, command the respect and
admiration of the entire intellectual world. And to
these halls come now the sons of European and far
distant eastern countries.

How different all this from the days in which lived
the one in whose memory we are here met!

Often have I thought what must have been the
thoughts of that youth of seventeen years, when,
upon an October Sunday, in 1723, he landed at
Market Street wharf, with only a Dutch dollar in his
pocket, and strolling up the street, with a roll under
each arm, while eating the third, finally reached a
(Quaker meeting-house which he entered, and, because
of the extreme peace and quiet prevailing there, and
his own great fatigue, he fell asleep. In his own
language, ‘‘This was the first house I was in or slept
in, in Philadelphia.”” Surely, it never entered the
mind of that youth that in later years he—of all
Americans—was alone to have the responsibility and
honor of signing the four great documents which
secured to the American Colonies independence and
universal recognition from all sovereignties, nor could

he have dreamt that it was his hand which should
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snatch the lightning from the sky, and chain the
subtile fluid; that in later years he was to be spoken
of as the venerable sage of Pennsylvania, the patriot
and the patriarch of America; or that he would issue
a proposal for the higher education of the youth of
his adopted ecity and Province, thereby, ‘‘laying the
first stone of an Institution which was destined to
outgrow, in usefulness and influence, any other of the
creations of his fertile brain.”’

The little College, located at the northwest corner
of Fourth and Arch streets—the infant University
of Pennsylvania—was, indeed, the child of Frankuix.
Not a collegian himself, but honored by Harvard,
Yale, William and Mary, St. Andrews and Oxford,
he was the creator of a university—the third oldest
in the land, and at present excelled by none. In its
early years the University nourished sons who ‘‘rocked
the cradle of the infant empire,”” and in the long
campaigns of the Chieftain WasHiNgToN—an adopted
son of the University—it was represented in every
rank of military life.

In its halls, the physical sciences and letters
flourished as they did nowhere else in this Western
World. That little College gave to this country its
first medical school and its first law school. Its cur-
riculum was that which was adopted by all other
seminaries of learning. To-day, in its third home on

the western banks of the Schuylkill on a campus
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covering more than sixty acres, rise spire and dome
of College, Dormitory, Library and Laboratory, fre-
quented by students from every quarter of the globe,
busy in the pursuit of all forms of learning and in-
vestigations. Its present equipment and facilities
stand unsurpassed. Its graduates number 24,000!
In the broad, tolerant spirit of its great Founder, the
Tniversity of Pennsylvania proceeds upon its onward
and upward mareh, never, for a moment, losing sight
of the unique life of the great scientist, statesman
and philosopher, who, until the last hour of that
life—prolonged far beyond the wonted term—served
humanity. This spirit the child observes in all its
efforts.

And we, as Masons, should be most deeply in-
terested in the University of Pennsylvania, for not
only did its Founder, the immortal FraxkLiN, serve
twice as Provincial Grand Master of the Grand Lodge
of Pennsylvania, but, of the four and twenty men asso-
ciated with him in reariné this ancient seat of learn-
ing, six, as least—one-fourth of their total number,
were Past Grand Masters of Pennsylvania. They
were BENgamiN FrankriN, WiLLiam ArpLeN, THoMAS
Hoprixson, Puiurp Syxe, Witniam Prumsteap and
JoxaTHAN BAvArRD SMITH.

Further, when the time arrived to induct into the
high and honorable office of Provost of the University,

one whose training and learning were of such high
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order as to justify his selection, it was WiLLiam
Smit, made a Mason in Scotland, whom FrankLIN
invited to assume this honor, with all its attendant
responsibilities.

Wirniam Smita, acknowledged throughout the Colo-
nies for a period of forty years as the orator par
excellence, served this (rand Lodge for many years
as its Grand Secretary, prepared its Ahiman Rezon,
and on sundry occasions preached to the Craft gath-
ered in this City. One such notable occasion was St.
John the Evangelist’s Day in 1783, when three hun-
dred of the body, having assembled at the College and
being properly clothed, the procession moved, with his
Excellency, our illustrious Brother, Grorce WasH-
INGTON, Hsq., escorted by the Grand Master and his
Deputy, and entered Christ Church, where our
Brother, Provost Swmitu, delivered that memorable
sermon from the text, ‘‘As free and not using your
liberty as a cloak of maliciousness, but as servants
of God.”” A faithful, helpful, loving address in which,
among others, occur these words: ‘“In all your meet-
ings and communications, remember that you are
Brethren; although free, yet on the level; bound to
keep within the compass of mutual good-will, and to
frame your conduct by the square of doing as you
would be done by. Keep an open heart to every suf-
fering Brother, ready to receive him as a tempest-

driven voyager into a port of safety, seeking among
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you that relief and shelter which he sought in vain
while tossed upon the restless ocean of common life.”’

On December 20, 1779, after some years’ interrup-
tion, Provost Syitu opened the first Communication
of this Grand Lodge in Philadelphia with a prayer
ending in these words: ‘“‘So mote it be for the sake
of Christ our Saviour.”” A remarkable ending!
Sanctioned once by the Grand Lodge for use in open-
ing a Lodge, or dedicating a new Lodge, but it has
strangely disappeared from the Ahiman Rezon. It
is absent from the modernized prayer.

Provost Syitu, let me add, not only served this
Grand Masonic Jurisdiction long, well and faithfully,
but also gave to it a Past Grand Master in the
person of his eldest son, Wirriam Moore SmitH; and
to our sister Jurisdiction of Wisconsin, a Past Grand
Master in the person of his grandson, WiLLiam
Ruporpa SmiTH.

This was not his only bequest to our common
Masonic Jurisdiction, for out of his College—the in-
fant University of Pennsylvania—the child of Fraxk-
LN, came these Past Grand Masters of Freemasons in
Pennsylvania: WiLLiam Moore SumitH, JaMeEs MILNOR,
Bavse Newcoms, TrHomas KiTtTEra, JoHN STEELE,
Joux M. Reap, James Hurcaixson, K. CoppEE
MircueLL. I doubt whether any other institution of
learning in this land has made such a contribution

to the Masonie Fraternity in any single Jurisdiction
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as this of the University of Pennsylvania—six of its
founders and eight of its graduates, fourteen in all—
Past Grand Masters! or one-fifth of all the Grand
Masters in Pennsylvania!

Most grateful, therefore, should we be to our.
present Right Worshipful Grand Master, Brother
Grorge W. Kexprick, Jr., in that, following the
happy thought which came to him some ten years ago,
he organized a new Lodge and gave it the name °
University, thereby, honoring, not only Fraxkrix and
his great creation, but also indicating the lovalty
existing between the great Commonwealth of Penn-
sylvania, the now world-renowned University—edu-
cational pinnacle of the State—and the Fraternity of
fraternities! State, School, Masonry! A noble trin-
ity! which, let us pray, may continue till time shall
be no more.

The Chorus sang the following anthem, by Vinton:

ANTHEM

Hail! Mysterious, Glorious Science
‘Which to discord bids defiance,
Harmony alone reigns here;

Come, let’s sing to Him that rais’d us
From the rugged path that maz’d us
To the light we revere.
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Brother Jurivs F. Sacase, Past Master of Colum-
bia Lodge, No. 91, addressed the Grand Lodge:

FRANKLIN AS A FREEMASON

To write the history of FrankrLix as a Freemason is
virtually to chronicle the early Masonic history of
America. The published records of the Craft in his
newspaper supplant the early minutes, long since lost
or destroyed. His connection with St. John’s Lodge
gives us an insight into the financial affairs of early
Freemasonry, as found upon the yellowing pages of
““Liber B.”” His services as Grand Master and later
as Provincial Grand Master are all so closely inter-
woven with the early Masonic history of this Jurisdic-
tion, that it would be impossible to compile one without
the other.

A great difficulty, however, here confronts us, not-
withstanding the prominence of FraxkrLiN in Pennsyl-
vania Freemasonry ; strange as it appears, he does not
mention a word of his Masonic connections or career in
his Autobiography, or in any of his correspondence,
with but two exceptions, so far as known. This omis-
sion is the more remarkable when we look at his
Masonic career while in France during the later years
of his life. There, his activity and intimacy with the
Brethren was intimate and close, both personal and
official, Fraxkuix taking an active part in their pro-
ceedings, even advancing to the so-called higher de-

grees. Fraxkuix carefully retained all of his French
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Lodge notices and correspondence, while of his Amer-
ican and KEnglish career not a serap can be found,
except what is noted upon these pages.

This paper is presented as a contribution to the
Masonic celebration of the Bi-centenary of Brother
Frankrix’s birth by the R. W. Grand Lodge of
Pennsylvania at the Quarterly Communication held
at Philadelphia, March 7, 1906. Before proceeding
further, the writer wishes to say that every effort
has been made to make this paper exhaustive, and
that all statements set forth therein, so far as possible,
have been verified by documentary evidence.

The Masonic career of BExsamin FrankLin extends
over a period of almost sixty years, during which time
he was accorded the highest Masonic honors at home
and abroad.

1705-6, January 6, O. S., born at Boston, Massachu-
setts. (N. S. January 17, 1706.)

1730-1, February, initiated in St. John’s Lodge, Phila-
delphia.!

1732,  June, drafted a set of By-Laws for St. John’s
Lodge.2

1732,  June 24, elected Junior Grand Warden.?

1734, June 24, elected Grand Master of Pennsyl-
vania.t

' “Liber B” in Collection of The Historical Society of Penn-
sylvania. See “An Aeccount of St. John'’s Lodge, Philadelphia,
and its ‘ Liber B,”” p. post.

* Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, 1885, pp.
37-39.

* Pennsylvania Gazette, No. 187, June 26, 1732.

¢ “ “  No. 290, June 27, 1734.
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1734, August, advertised his ‘‘Mason Book,’’ a re-
print of Anderson’s ‘‘Constitutions of the
Free-Masons,”” the first Masonic Book
printed in America.?

1734-5, the State House (Independence Hall) built
during FraxkrLin’s administration as Grand
Master. According to the old Masonie and
family traditions, the corner stone was laid
by him and the Brethren of St. John’s
Lodge.®

1735-8, served as Secretary of St. John’s Lodge.”

1738, April 13, FraxkLixy, in a letter to his mother,
wrote: ‘‘Freemasons have no principles or
practices that are inconsistent with religion
and good manners.’’

1743, May 25, visited First (St. John’s) Lodge,
Boston.?

1749, June 10, appointed Provincial Grand Master
by Taomas Oxxarp, of Boston.!®

1749,  August 29, Tun Tavern Lodge petitioned Pro-
vincial Grand Master Fraxknin for a
““Deputation under his sanction.’’!!

° Pennsylvania Gazeite, No. 284, May 9 to May 16, 1734.

Copy of the book is in Historical Society of Pennsylvania and in
Masonic Temple Library, Philadelphia.

® Votes of the Assembly; Etting’s “ History of Independence
Hall ”’; also date on water spouts of the Hall.

T “ Liber B,” 1731-1738.

* Original draft in Franklin’s handwriting in his Common-place
Book in Colleetion of Historical Society of Pennsylvania.

* Records of First Lodge (St. John’s), Boston, Mass., Proceedings
of Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, 1733-1792, p. 390.

** Proceedings of Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, 1882, p. 157.

' MS. Minutes of the Tun Tavern Lodge.
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1750, March 13, deposed as Provincial Grand Master
and immediately appointed Deputy Grand
Master by Wituiam AwvLen, Provineial
Grand Master.!?
1752, March 12, appointed on Committee for build-
ing ‘‘the Freemason’s Lodge,”’ in Phila-
delphia.t?
52, October 25, visited the Tun Tavern Lodge.'*
54, October 11, present at Quarterly Communica-
tion of Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, held
in Concert Hall, Boston.*®
1755, June 24, took a prominent part in the Grand
Anniversary and Dedication of the ‘‘Free-
mason’s Lodge’’ in Philadelphia, the first
Masonic building in America.'®

1760, Provincial Grand Master of Philadelphia.!”

1760, November 17, present at Grand Lodge of
England, held at Crown & Anchor, London.
Entered upon the minutes as ‘‘Provincial
Grand Master.’ 8

1762, -addressed as Grand Master of Pennsylvania.'®

* Proceedings of Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, 1882, p. 157.

¥ Original MS. in Masonic Temple Library, Philadelphia.

* MS. Minutes of the Tun Tavern Lodge.

* Proceedings of Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, 1733-1792, p.
34, and 1871, p. 361.

* Pennsylvania Gazette, No. 1384, July 3, 1755; also “ A Sermon
preached in Christ Church,” Philadelphia, 1755, in Collection of
Historieal Society of Pennsylvania.

" Noorthouek’s “ Constitutions,” p. 276—edition of 1784, London.

* Minute Book of Grand Lodge of England.

* Letters to Franklin from Bro. Valentz in Collection of Ameri-
can Philosophical Society.
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1776, affiliated with Masonic Lodges in ¥rance.*

1777,  elected member of Loge des IX Soeurs (Nine
Sisters or Muses).

1778, February 7, assisted at the initiation of Vor-
TAIRE 1n the Lodge of the Nine Sisters.”

1778, November 28, officiated at the ‘‘Lodge of Sor:
row’’ or Masonic funeral services of Vor-
TAIRE.%2

1782, elected Venerable (W. M.) of Loge des IX
Soeurs, Grand Orient de Paris.?®

1782, July 7, member R.. L.. De Saint Jean de
Jerusalem.?

1785, April 24, elected Venerable d’Honneur of R..
L.. De Saint Jean de Jerusalem.?®

1785, elected honorary member of Loge des Bone
Amis (Good Friends), Rouen, France.?¢

1786, December 27, in the dedication of a sermon
delivered at the request of the R. W. Grand
Lodge of Pennsylvania, by Rev. JosepH
Pruvore in St. Paul’s Chureh, Philadelphia,

(X3

FraxgLin is referred to as ‘“an illustrious

Brother whose distinguished merit among

® Documents in Collection of American Philosophieal Society.

* Kloss' “ History of Freemasonry in France.”

® MS. in Collection of American Philosophical Society. See also
Medal struck in honor of the occasion, in Masonic Temple Library,
Philadelphia.

* Documents in Collection of American Philosophical Society.

* Ibid.

= Ibid.

* Documents in Collection of University of Pennsylvania.
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Masons entitles him to their highest venera-
tion.”??7

1790, April 17, Bexsamin FraxkLix passed to the
Grand Lodge above.

1906,  April 19, memorial services at his grave in
Christ Church yard, S. E. corner Fifth and
Arch Sts., Philadelphia, by the officers of the
R. W. Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, the oc-
casion being the two hundredth anniversary
of the Birth of Brother Bexsamin FraNnkLIN.

Bengamin FrankLix, as a young man of 24 years,
months before he had ever passed the tiled portals
of any Masonic Lodge, unwittingly rendered a service
to the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania and Pennsyl-
vania Freemasons in general, greater in fact than any
other person connected with our history. Reference
is here made to the now well known opening para-
graph of his notice of Freemasonry published in his
newspaper, the Pennsylvania Gazette, No. 108, for
December 5 to December 8 1730, in which he tells us
“‘That there are several Lodges of Free-masons
erected in this province.”’

AS theye are feveral Lodges f FREE- M ASO NS er&
ed trthiy Province, and People have lately been mech amnsd
with Conjeﬂkre.r concerning them § awe think the followmg Ae-

et of Krze-Mafonry fror: Loandap, will.xot &¢ snaccepts
26blo ¥ our Readews * T

FAC-SIMILE FROM THE PENNSYLVANIA GAZETTE, NO. 108, DECEMBER 3
T0 DECEMBER 8, 1730.

“ Copy of the book is in Collection of Historical Society of Penn-
sylvania and in Masonie Temple Library, Philadelphia.
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The subject of Freemasonry had evidently inter-
ested FrankLIN long before this time. While in
London, 1725-6, the young printer had undoubtedly
learned something about the Craft, the membership
of which was then almost exclusively confined to the
nobility and gentry, and which was attracting more
or less attention in the public prints. The knowledge
thus obtained, whether orally or from the publications
of the day, limited and vague thought it must have
been, appears to have quickened the ambitious philo-
sophie brain of the young printer upon the subject
of Freemasonry, and whetted his desire to be num-
bered amongst the elect; an ambition mnot to be
realized under existing conditions, as he was then still
under the lawful Masonic age and a journeyman
printer, a virtual stranger in the community, and, as
a mere soap-boiler’s son, lacking both social and finan-
cial standing.

This applies to him during his sojourn in London,
as well as in Philadelphia at this period.

Upon his return to Philadelphia, this desire became
even stronger when he learned that a ILodge had
either been set up here, or was contemplated by the
resident Brethren. And as he evidently failed to be
taken into the desired company for reasons just given,
Fraxkrix organized a secret society of his own. This
was in 1727, but a few months after his return to
Pexx’s Sylvan City on the Delaware, and was pat-
terned somewhat, as it were, on lines that FraxgLix
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conceived were synonymical to those of Freemasonry.
This movement was evidently intended to either rival
or forestall the Masonic Brethren in the Province.
This society he called the ‘‘Leather Apron Club,’’2s
a name in itself suggestive of our Fraternity. What
little is known of Franknin’s ‘‘Leather Apron Club”’
is gleaned from the Logax-Pexx Correspondence; in
a letter dated 1728, James Locax intimates that this
club partook somewhat of a political nature. Locan
there speaks of the members as being the tools of Sir
WitLiam Kerru'’s ‘“baseness and falsehood,’’ saying,
“They are to send thee a petition calling themselves
the Leathern Apron Men, and they solicit favorable
sentiments towards their master, Sir William Keith,
who has raised deep contentions here.’’??

After the name of the Club was changed in 1731,
as will appear further on, the character of the Club
was also revised, so as to become a purely literary
one.

It 1s well to say here that Fraxkuin’s ‘‘Leather
Apron Club’’ should not be confounded with an or-
ganization of similar name, formed in Philadelphia a
few years later, whose membership consisted exclu-
sively of tradesmen, who had their regular tavern
meetings; assuming the name of Fraxknix’s old
“‘Leather Apron Club,”’ they met chiefly to discuss
measures before election, etec., to counteract the
aristocracy of the gentlemen.

* Watson’s “ Annals of Philadelphia and Pennsylvania,” editionr
of 1850, Vol. IT, p 495.

® See letter in Collection of Historical Society of Pennsylvania.
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Warson, in his manuseript annals in commenting
upon this Club, says: ‘“The distance between the two
ranks were formerly greater than now.’’3°

September 25, 1728, Fraxkrixn formed a partner-
ship with Huee MerepiTH, and became a master
printer and publisher of the Pennsylvania Gazette.
That his interest in our ancient Craft did not wane
in the meantime is shown by the fact that any notice
of the Craft printed in the London journals, and
coming to his notice was at once clipped and re-
ligiously re-printed in his journal. Thus we find no
less than three items of Masonic news, all relating to
English Lodges, between July 2 and August 13,
1730, viz.:

(From the Pennsylvania Gazette, No. 86, July 2 to July 9,
1730. Philadelphia: Printed by B. Franklin and H. Mere-
dith.)

London, April 22. On Tuesday last (April 21, 1730) there
was a quarterly Communication of the Antient Society of
Free and Accepted Masons, held at the Devil Tavern within
Temple Bar, where were present the most Noble, His Grace
the Duke of Norfolk, Grand Master with his Grand Officers,
the most Noble, his Grace the Duke of Richmond, the Right
Hon. The Earl of Inchiquin, the Lord Kingston, the Lord
Colerain, and many other Persons of Worth and Quality;
when several Resolutions were taken for the effectual Distribu-
tion of General Charity to distressed Brethren; and several
large Sums were brought in and ordered to be distributed

accordingly.

* Watson’s Manuseript Annals, Dreer Collection, p. 776.
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(From the Pennsylvania Gazette, No. 91, Aug. 6 to Aug.
13, 1730.)

London, May 16. . . . We hear that on Tuesday night last,
at a Lodge held at the Horn Tavern in Westminster, when
the Duke of Norfolk, Grand Master, Nathaniel Blackerby,
Esq., Deputy Grand Master, and other Grand Officers, as also
the Duke of Richmond, Master of the Lodge; Marquis of
Beaumont, Lord Mordaunt, Marquis de Quesne, and several
other Persons of Distinction were present; the following
foreign Noblemen : Francois Louis de Gouffieri, Charles Louis,
President de Montesquier; Franeis, Comte de Sade; as also
John Campfield, Esq.; William Cowper, of Golden Square,
Esq.; and Capt. John Mercer, were admitted Members of the
Antient and honorable Society of Free and Accepted Masons.

(From the Pennsylvania Gazette, No. 92, Aug. 13 to Aug.
20, 1730.)

London, June 11. On Monday last the celebrated Mr.
Orator Henley was admitted a Free and Accepted Mason at
the Prince William Lodge, Charing-Cross, several Noblemen
and Persons of Distinction being present at the Ceremony.

The above three news items all antedate the earliest
Masonic reference heretofore found in any American
newspaper.

During this time, Freemasonry had taken a firm
root in the Province, and, according to FrangLIN’s
published account, several Lodges had been erected by
resident Brethren and prominent citizens, supposedly
under a deputation granted by the Grand Lodge of
England to Danier Coxe, of New Jersey, as Provincial
Grand Master of New York, New Jersey and Penn-
sylvania.
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The ambitious mind of FraxkrLix must naturally
have chafed, that thus far he had not succeeded in
being admitted as a Brother within the tyled portals
of the Craft, an ambition then slow of realization, as
it was an honor beyond the aspiration of almost any
young mechanie to receive any kind of recognition in
the infant community, much less be admitted to an
equal footing with his social superiors, even though
not a comparative stranger like FraxkLIxN.

Yet Franrriy, bold and fearless as he was, began
his editorial career on the Pennsylvania Gazette by
freely commenting upon the conduet of influential
persons in Philadelphia,®' and, chafing under the exist-
ing conditions between him and the Brethren, what-
ever they may have been, as a final card, printed his
¢¢ Aceount of Freemasonry from London.”’

(From the Pennsylvania Gazette, No. 108, Dec. 3 to Deec. 8,
1730.)32

As there are several Liodges of Free-Masons erected in this
Provinece [Pennsylvania], and people have lately been much
amused with conjectures concerning them, we think the fol-
lowing account of Free-masonry from London will not be
unaeceptable to our readers.

Fraxvguin’s feelings upon this subject are best re-
vealed to us in his terse introductory note, wherein
he writes: ‘“Their Grand Secret is, That they have no

* Watson’s “ Annals of Philadelphia and Pennsylvania,” edition
of 1850, Vol. I, p. 532.
** Faesimile in Masonic Temple Library, Philadelphia.
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Secret at all; and when once a man is entered, he
finds himself obliged, se defendendo, to carry on the
Jest with as solemn a Face as the rest. We shall not
use many Words to persuade the Publick that the
following Piece is genuine; it carries all the Marks of
Truth in itself; we would only refer the Reader to
the Conduct of the Brotherhood upon this occasion;

LONDORN, Auguft 12
L Y he Death of 24 Gentleman who was one of the
Brathethood of FREE-MASONS, there
has Jately happen'd a Difcovery of abundance. of
theix fecret Signs and Wonders, with the myfte-
gous Manner of theit Admiflion into that Fra.
. The following is 2 tcuc Copy of a Manufctipt
which the Deceafed had wiitten for the Benefit of his own
pevate Remembrance, and which was found conceal'd a-
mang his choiceft Papers in the moft hidden Past of his Ca-
Binct. The World has long admir'd, that in fach a nume-
tons’ Company, many of them not semarkable for Tacitur-
niry, therohas been o one foynd, .that in his Cups, of in
. any other Circumftaoce, would difcover their Myftetics :

% * % % s % % % *
* * * #* * % % % %
% % # %

~_ We fhall not ufe many Wosds
to perfuade the Publick that the following Pieee isygenuinc;
2% enrvics all the Marks of Truth in itfelf: We would only
sefee the Reader to the Condu of the Brotherhood upon
ﬂn‘sifolgcaﬁon 3 if they ria'iage ;ta or look wvery grave upon it,
ar B8 thoy arc’ wery angry and endeavour 50 deary it, hema
bo fatisticd it is the read Tru, PR
FAC-SIMILE FROM THE PENNSYLVANIA GAZETTE, No. 108, DECEMBER 3
T0 DECEMBER 8, 1730.

If they ridicule it, or look very grave upon it, or if
they are very angry and endeavor to decry it, he may

be satisfied it is the real Truth.’’
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That this publication raised some commotion
amongst the Brethren goes without saying, but they
do not appear either to have ridiculed, looked grave
upon it, or gotten angry and tried to decry it. The
publication, however, served the young printer’s
purpose.

FrangrLin’s brains and shrewdness had broken
down the social barrier, and early in the following
yvear, 1731, now having arrived at a lawful Masonic
age, we find the young printer Entered, Passed and
Raised to the Sublime Degree of a Master Mason in
St. John’s Lodge, held at the Sun Tavern in Water
Street, Philadelphia, the most important of all Ma-
sonic lodges in America, both as to membership and
the social standing of the Brethren. The cost of his
entrance fee was three pounds sterling, two of which
were not paid until the following St. John the Bap-
tist’s Day.

The exact date of FraxkrLix’s initiation is not
known, but it was before the legal year of 1730 ex-
pired, evidently in February 1730-31. Shortly after
he was brought to true Masonic light, he, as a
partial reparation for the burlesque sereed published
in the previous December, and at the same time to set
the Fraternity of which he was now a member in its
proper light before the community, printed in his
issue for May 6 to 13, 1731, ‘‘Some Information con-
cerning the society called Free Masons.”” This was

an extract from Chambers’ Universal Dictionary of
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all Arts and Sciences, which Franguix obtained from
SamuerL Kemver’s office.

“To give the reader what information we can con-
cerning the Society called Free Masons, we have
inserted the following extract from Chambers’ great
Universal Dictionary of all Arts and Sciences, printed
1728:

“FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS, a very ancient So-
ciety of Men so called; either from some extraordinary Knowl-
edge of Masonry or Building, which they are supposed to be
Masters of, or because the first Founders of that Society were
Persons of that Profession. They are now very considerable,
both for Numbers and Character; being found in every
Country in Europe, and consisting principally of persons of
Merit and Consideration. As to Antiquity, they claim to a
standing of some Thousand Years; and it is said can trace
up their Original as early as the building of Solomon’s Tem-
ple. What the end of their Institution is, seems still in some
measure a Secret; tho’ as much of it as is known appears
truly good and laudable, as it tends to promote friendship,
Society, mutual Assistance, and Good Fellowship. The
Brethren of this Family are said to be possessed of a great
Number of Secrets, which have been strictly observed from
Age to Age. Be their other virtues what they will ’tis plain
they are Masters of one in a very great degree, viz, Secreey.”’

How fully Brother FrankuiN now entered into the
spirit of Freemasonry, and from the very beginning
became an active and useful Brother of the Craft, is
shown by the following ‘‘observation’’ written by him,
May 19, 1731, two weeks after he had been raised

to the Sublime Degree of a Master Mason.
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““There seems to me at present to be great occa-
sion for raising a united party for virtue, by forming
the virtuous and good men of all nations into a
regular body, to be governed by suitable good, and
wise rules, which good and wise men may probably
be more unanimous in their obedience to, than common
people are to common Laws. T at present think, that
whoever attempts this aright, and is well qualified,
cannot fail of pleasing God, and for meeting with
success.”’

Upon page 27 of Frangrin’s Common-place Book or
blotter, now in the Dreer Collection of the Historical
Society of Pennsylvania, will be found an original
curious entry, partly written in eypher, which is evi-
dently the draft of above ‘‘observation’’:

R. B. T. A. 0. G. G2.
tht wn 1. hv 200 dz.

He may travel everywhere endeavoring to promote Knowl-
edge and Virtue; by erecting I8 promoting private Lib®. es-
tablishing a society of Virtuous Men in all parts, who shall
have an universal correspondence, and write to support and
encourage Virtue & Liberty & Knowledge by all Methods.

mahe no If wrth z b mpld v s grt nd gd a Dsyn
0. G. M. M. W.

Then again the ‘‘Leather Apron Club’’ henceforth
became known under a more refined name as the
““Junto,’’ its chief element, ‘‘secrecy’’ patterned after
the Masonic Fraternity was, however, retained, other-

wise it became literary in character, or as FRANKLIN
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himself wrote, ‘“a club for Mental improvement.”’
The eventual outcome of this Club, running side by
side as it were with the Craft, was the formation of
the Library Company of Philadelphia in 1731 and the
American Philosophical Society in 1743, in both of
which Franknix was the leading spirit. It has been
well said that ‘“Thus early did this young man dis-
play and exercise his rare leadership, and attract to
his side men of thought and ideas; for one so young
to secure the attention of men, mostly his seniors,
to weekly meetings for the discussion of useful and
informing topies, indicates as great an instance as
any displayed by him in later years of his strong
executive ability, and his wonderful powers of at-
traction among all with whom he was associated in
any enterprise.’’?

As a matter of fact, it was within the Masonic
Lodge at Philadelphia, where Fraxkrix had the first
opportunity of learning parliamentary usage by actual
practice or oecupying any position of authority and
government. Consequently, it is but fair to assume
that here in St. John’s Lodge, and subsequently in
the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, was laid the
foundation of Fraxkruix’s future greatness as a par-
liamentarian and a prominent figure in all of the
many and various organizations with which he be-
came identified during his long and active public

* Thos. H. Montgomery in “ History of the University of Penn-
sylvania,” Philadelphia, 1900, pp. 18-19.
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career. Further, it is an indisputable fact that the
offices conferred upon Frankuix by the Grand Lodge
of Pennsylvania, of that early day, were the first
public honors held by the great Printer-Statesman.

The earliest documentary evidence we have thus
far of Fraxkrin’s Masonic career is found upon the
pages of an old account book of St. John’s Lodge, in
possession of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania,
which is known as ‘‘Liber B,”” where upon pages 10
and 45 we find the financial standing of Fraxkun
with his Lodge from June 24th, 1731, to June 24th,
1738, inclusive. This shows us that on St. John the
Baptist’s Day, June 24, 1731, Frankuix paid £2.2.6d.,
being balance due on his initiation fee and dues
to date.

«
Rzl
fz(//mg, ?M‘z_
FAC-SIMILE OF INSCRIPTION ON FLY-LEAF OF FRANKLIN’S JOURNAL.

The next important piece of documentary evidence
is found in FraNKLIN’s business journal in-possession

of the American Philosophical Society, wherein under
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date of September 9, 1731, he makes the s1gn1ﬁcant

entry.
‘‘Blanks for Masons — — 0.5.0.”’

Unfortunately Fraxgrix published no account of

the meeting held on St. John’s Day, June 24,

If the minute book of this old Lodge could be
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1t would most probably show that FrankLix was

elected Junior Warden of the Lodge at that m

eeting.

The custom then in vogue, as shown by the minute
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book of the Tun Tavern Lodge®** was for the elective
officers to serve but six months in each station. This
would have made Fraxkrix Worshipful Master of St.
John’s Lodge, at the June meeting, which was the
fifth day of the month. Upon the following St. John
the Baptist’s day, June 24, 1732, he was appointed
Junior Grand Warden by R. W. Grand Master WiL-
LiaM ALLEN, as appears from the item printed in the
Pennsylvania Gazette, No. 187, June 19 to 26, 1732.

The fact that so young a man as Fraxkwuin, then
but 26 years old, was summoned to this exalted
station, so soon after his reception among the Craft,—
proves the interest he took in the Fraternity, and how
it was appreciated by the Brethren at large.

During the latter part of 1731, or early in 1732, a
Committee was appointed by St. John’s Lodge, ‘‘To
consider of the present state of the Lodge and of the
proper method to improve it.”’

Benxgamin Fraxkrixn acted as Secretary to the
Committee, and when the report was brought, pre-
sented and read before the Lodge, at its regular stated
meeting, June 5, 1732, the paper was in Frangruin’s
handwriting, and was signed by all of the Committee,
and a majority of the members.

This precious document, the oldest draft of By-
Laws®* of an American Masonic Lodge, is still in

* Photographic faesimile of this book is in Masonic Temple
Library, Philadelphia.
* Proceedings of Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, 1855, pp. 37-39.
These By-laws antedate the first By-laws of the First Lodge in
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existence, and it is expected that it will soon find its
final resting place in the Masonic Library of what may
be rightly called the ‘‘Mother City of Freemasonry
in America.”’

The report is as follows:

Gentlemen of the Lodge®®

The Committee you have been pleased to appoint to con-
sider of the present State of the Lodge, and of the properest
Methods to improve it, in obedience to your commands have
met, and, after mueh and mature Deliberation, have come to
the following Resolutions :—

1. That since the excellent Science of Geometry and Archi-
tecture is so much recommended in our ancient Counstitutions,
Masonry being first instituted with this Design, among others,
to distinguish the true and skilful Architect from unskilful

Boston just sixteen months, they having been adopted October 24,
1733. Proceedings of Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, 1871, p. 374.

* The original manuseript was copied, verbatim et literatim, by
Clifford P. MacCalla, on August 26, 1885, from the original docu-
ment (which was in the handwriting of Benjamin Franklin). It was
then in the possession of George T. Ingham, Esq., of the New Jersey
bar, residing at Atlantic City, N. J. Mr. Ingham was a deseendant
of David Hall, who for many years was the partner of Franklin in
the printing and publishing business, and he possessed a number of
the Franklin papers. “ Liber B” of St. John’s Lodge, Philadelphia,
was presented by him to the Historieal Soeciety of Pennsylvania,
where it now remains. The words of the fourth section, which was
crossed out, were as follows:

“4, That since Love and Good Will are the best Cement of any
Society, we endeavour to encrease it among ourselves by a kind
and friendly conversation, so as to make us of ourselves desire
to meet, but that all Compulsion, by fining any Person for not
Meeting, be utterly taken away and abolished, Except only Persons
in Office, and others when a Meeting is call'ld upon Extraordinary
Occasions.”
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Pretenders; total Ignorance of this Art is very unbecoming
a Man who bears the worthy Name and Character of MasoN;
We therefore conclude, that it is the Duty of every Member
to make himself, in some Measure, acquainted therewith, as he
would honor the Society he belongs to, and conform to the Con-
stitutions.

2. That every Member may have an Opportunity of so doing,
the present Cash be laid out in the best Books of Architecture,
suitable Mathematical Instruments, &c.

3. That since the present whole Stock is not too large for
that purpose, every Member indebted to the Lodge pay what
is from him respectively due on Monday night, the nineteenth
Instant, that so the whole being ready by the 24th of June,
may be sent away by the first Opportunity. And that every
one not paying that Night, be suspended till he do pay: For
without Care be taken that Rules are punctually observed, no
Society can be long upheld in good Order and Regularity.

5. That the use of the Balls be established in its full Force
and Vigour; and that no new Member be admitted against
the will of any present Member; because certainly more Re-
gard ought to be had in this way to a Brother who is already
a Mason, than to any Person who is not one, and we should
never in such cases disoblige a Brother, to oblige a Stranger.

6. That any Member of this Lodge having a complaint
against any other Member, shall first apply himself to the
‘Wardens, who shall bring the Cause before the Lodge, where
it shall be consider’d and made up, if possible, before the
Complainant be allow’d to make that Complaint publick to
the World : the Offender against this Rule to be expell’d.

June 5, 1732.

The Members whose Names are underwritten, being a Ma-

jority, agree unanimously to the within Proposals of the Com-
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mittee (except the fourth, which is eross’d out)?®® and aeeord-
ingly have hereunto set their hands.
WILL. PRINGLE
THOMAS BOUDE
B. FRANKLIN
XTOPHER THOMPSON
THOS. HARTT
DAVID PARRY
JOHN EMERSON
LAWe REYNOLDS
JOHN HOBART
HENRY PRATT
SAM’I, NICHOLAS.

Two of the editorials printed by Fraxkuix in his
Pennsylvania Gazette are supposed to have been ori-
ginally delivered by him before the Brethren of St.
John’s Lodge. A careful reading of the one pub-
lished in Number 360, October 23 to 30, 1735, and a
comparison with the first section of the By-Laws of
1732, will show that the latter undoubtedly inspired
the writing of this essay:

ON THE USEFULNESS OF MATHEMATICS.

Mathematies originally signifies any kind of discipline or
learning, but now it is taken for that science which teaches
or contemplates whatever is capable of being numbered or
measured. That part of the mathematies which relates to
numbers only is called arithmetic; and that whieh is eon-

* See note, p. 69.
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cerned about measure in general, whether length, breadth,
motion, force, etc., is called geometry.

As to the usefullness of arithmetic, it is well known that
no business, commerce, trade, or employment whatever, even
from the merchant to the shop-keeper, &e, can be managed
and carried on without the assistance of numbers, for by these
the trader computes the value of all sorts of goods that he
dealeth in, does his business with ease and certainty, and in-
forms himself how matters stand at any time with respect to
men, money or merchandise, to profit and loss, whether he
goes forward or backward, grows richer or poorer. Neither
is this science useful only to the merchant, but is reckoned the
primum mobile (or first mover) of all mundane affairs in
general, and is useful for all sorts and degrees of men, from
the highest to the lowest.

As to the usefullness of geometry, it is as certain that no
curious art or mechanic work can either be invented, im-
proved, or performed, without its assisting principles.

It is owing to this that astronomers are put into the way
of making their observations, coming at the knowledge of the
extent of the heavens, the duration of time, the motions, mag-
nitude, and distances of the heavenly bodies, their situations,
positions, risings, settings, aspects and eclipses; also the meas-
ure of seasons, of years, and of ages.

It is by the assistance of that seience that geographers pre-
sent to our view at once the magnitude and form of the whole
earth, the vast extent of the seas, the divisions of empires,
kingdoms and provinces.

It is by the help of geometry the ingenious mariner is in-
structed how to guide a ship through the vast ocean, from
one part of the earth to another, the nearest and safest way

and in the shortest time.
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By help of this science the architects take their just meas-
ures for the structure of buildings, as private houses, churches,
palaces, ships, fortifications, &e.

By its help engineers conduet all their works, take the situ-
ation and plans of towns, forts and castles, measure their
distances from one another, and carry their measures into
places that are only accessible to the eye.

From hence also is deduced the admirable art of drawing
sun-dials on any plane howsoever situate, and for any part of
the world, to point out the exact time of the day, sun’s deeli-
nation, altitude, amplitude, azimuth, and other astronomical
matters.

By geometry the surveyor is directed how to draw a map of
any country, to divide his lands, and to lay down and plot
any piece of ground, and thereby discover the arca in acres,
rods and perches; the gauger is instrueted how to find the
éapacities or solid contents of all kinds of vessels, in barrels,
gallons and bushels, &c; and the measurer is furnished with
rules for finding the areas and contents of superficies and
solids, and casting up all manner of workmanship. All these
and many more useful arts too many to be enumerated here,
wholly depend upon the aforesaid sciences—viz., arithmetic
and geometry.

This science is descended from the infancy of the world, the
inventors of which were the first propagators of human kind
as Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses, and divers others.

There has not been any science so highly esteemed and
honored as this of the mathematies, nor with so much industry
and vigilance become the care of great men, and labored in
by the potentates of the world, viz—emperors, kings, prinees,
&e.

Mathematical demonstrations are a logic of as much or more

use than that commonly learned at schools, serving to a just
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formation of the mind, enlarging its capacity, and strength-
ening it so as to render the same capable of exact reasoning,
and discerning truth from falsehood in all occurrences, even
subjects not mathematical. For which reason it is said, the
Egyptians, Persians and Lacedaemonians seldom elected any
new kings but such as had some knowledge of the mathematics,
imagining those who had not, men of imperfect judgments
and unfit to rule and govern.

Though Plato’s censure, that those who did not understand
the 117th proposition of the 13th book of Eueclid’s Elements
ought not to be ranked among rational creatures, was un-
reasonable and unjust; yet to give a man the character of
universal learning, who is destitute of a competent knowledge
of the mathematics, is no less so.

The usefullness of some particular parts of the mathematics
in the common affairs of human life has rendered some knowl-
edge of them very necessary to a great part of mankind, and
very convenient to all the rest that are any way conversant
beyond the limits of their own particular callings.

Those whom necessity has obliges to get their bread by
manual industry, where some degree of art is required to go
along with it, and who have some insight into these studies,
have very often found advantages from them sufficient to
reward the pains they were at in acquiring them. And what-
ever may have been imputed to some other studies, under the
notion of insignificancy and loss of time, yet these, I believe,
never caused repentance in any, except it was for their remiss-
ness in the prosecution of them.

Philosophers do generally affirm that human knowledge to
be most excellent which is conversant amongst the most ex-
cellent things. What science then can there be more noble,
more excellent, more useful for men, more admirably high

and demonstrative, than this of the mathematies?
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I shall conelude with what Plato says in the seventh book
of his Republic with regard to the exeellence and usefullness
of geometry, being to this purpose;

“‘Dear friend; you see then that mathematies are neeessary,
because by the exactness of the method we get a habit of using
our minds to the best advantage. And it is remarkable that
all men being capable by nature to reason and understand
the seiences, the less acute, by studying this, though useless to
them in every other respeect, will gain this advantage—that
their minds will be improved in reasoning aright; for no study
employs it more, nor makes it susceptible of attention so much;
and those who we find have a mind worth eultivating ought
to apply themselves to this study.”’

The writer will now touch upon a story .learned
more than half a century ago, while yet a lad in
school, when the present Right Worshipful Grand
Master and he were classmates. The story was then
told him by an old Freemason, a friend of the family,
who claimed as a child to have seen FrankLIN on
several occasions, and who, in 1855, took part in the
dedication of the New Masonic Hall on Chestnut
Street.

The import of the old Brother’s story was that
Bexgamin Frankuixn as Grand Master had laid the
corner-stone of the State House, better known as
Independence Hall,—a building that was destined to
become the very cradle of American liberty, one now
so dear in the hearts of every American from the
Atlantic to the Pacific, and henceforth, in view of

present investigations, doubly so to every Freemason.
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The story further went on to say that the Free-
masons of that early day had not only bought the
ground, designed the edifice, but had actually built it,
after overcoming a series of annoyances from the
non-Masonic member?¢? of the committee appointed by
the Assembly.

In recalling this story in later years, the writer set
about to verify it by documentary evidence, and was
successful in all but a single item; viz.: that of the
laying of the corner-stone.

From original documents still existing, it is shown
that the proposals to build a State House began in
1729. Subsequently the ground wupon which Inde-
pendence Hall now stands was purchased for the pur-
pose by Wirtam Avrpenx, Grand Master of Pennsyl-
vania, who bought the lots in his own name and
expended his own money therefor.’” The accepted
plans were drawn by Axprew Hamivron,*® speaker of
the Assembly, and who was the father-in-law of the
Grand Master. The contracts for the building, how-
ever, were not given out until March, 1732-3. Shortly
afterward the ground was staked out by Brother
Epmuxp WooLLEY, master carpenter, and work ecom-

menced on the excavation.

** John Kearsley, builder of Christ Church, Philadelphia.
¥ Scharff & Westcott’s “History of Philadelphia,” Vol. I, p. 206.
* 1732, August 11, Andrew Hamilton exhibited plan of house and
building as it now stands.
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The year 1733 had well advanced when the founda-
tions were begun®® by Brother TaHomas REpMAN, one
of the early members of St. John’s Lodge.*°

On St. John the Baptist’s Day of the following year
(1734), Bexsamiy Fraxruix was installed Grand
Master, and he appointed Joux Crapp*! Deputy Grand
Master; at the same time were chosen for Grand
Wardens James Hamiurox, son of the designer of the
Hall and brother-in-law to Past Grand Master WirL-
LiaM ALLEN, and Tuaomas Hopxixsox.

It was during Fraxgrix’s incumbency as Grand
Master that the superstructure of the grand old
building was raised. The brick mason was Brother
Tromas Boupk, the same who served as St. John’s
Lodge’s first Secretary, and Senior Grand Warden
of the Grand Lodge, when Frankrix filled the posi-
tion in the South, and who subsequently (1741) be-
came the Deputy Grand Master of Pennsylvania.

As to the laying of the corner-stone by Grand
Master FraxkLix, or with Masonic ceremonies, the
writer has not been able as yet to verify the old Free-
mason’s story by documentary evidence, though there
can be but little doubt of its truth.

® Hazard’s “ Register of Pennsylvania,” Vol. II, p. 376.

“ Etting’s “ History of Independence Hall,” Philadelphia, 1891,
p- 14.

“ John Crapp was a son of the surgeon of the same name who
came to Philadelphia during the earliest days of its settlement.
Deputy Grand Master Crapp was a prominent citizen and builder.
He died during his term of office, September 10, 1734.
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However, as a still further confirmation of the old
Brother’s tradition, I will say that there is preserved
in the Bacur family, who are direct descendants of
Bexsamin FraxkLIN, a silver trowel engraved with a
Masonic symbol, which trowel they have always sup-
posed might have been used by Fraxkrixn as Grand
Master upon this or similar occasions.*?

Whether either of the hewn ashlars at the north-
east or nothwest corners of old Independence Hall
was laid and pronounced Plumb, Level and Square,
and consecrated with Corn, Wine and Oil, by proper
Masonic authority, or whether that act was quietly
done without ceremony by Brothers Boupe and Rep-
MaN in the line of their operative duties, must for the
present remain an unsolved problem, at the same
time harboring the hope, as so much has come to
light of late, that at some future time further proof
of the old Freemason’s tradition may be found and
substantiate the remaining part of the story.

How well these early Brethren of St. John’s Lodge
above mentioned, skilled artisans as they were, faith-
fully performed the labors assigned them is shown by
the condition of their work after the lapse of almost
two centuries: the foundation, stonework and walls as
firm and plumb as the day when the last course was
laid, with brick, stone and mortar cemented into an
almost adamantine mass, defying as it were both time

“ This silver trowel, with the handle lengthened, has been used for
many years in the family as a fish knife.
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and elements; not a crack or settlement is to be seen
in the walls of this venerable structure, notwithstand-
ing the many interior alterations. It is an enduring
monument to the skill of our early Brethren of St.
John’s Lodge both as Operative as well as Speculative
Masons. And we as Pennsylvania Freemasons can
forever point with pride to Independence Hall, the
cradle of American liberty, as the design and handi-
craft of the Brethren of the first Grand Lodge of
Pennsylvania.

As a further matter of historical interest, the writer
will call attention to the fact that four of these early
Brethren of the first Grand Lodge, James Hamivrox,
Roserr HunTER Morris, Joux Pexx, and Bensamix
FrankrLix, became Governors of Pennsylvania, and so
occupied this venerable building during their term of
office.

Before passing this subject, the writer wishes to
place on record another interesting fact; viz:—that
the ornate silver inkstand used continuously by the
Assembly in the State House, and from which was
dipped the ink when the Declaration of Independence
was signed, was the handiwork of Brother PniLip
Sy~e who served as Grand Master 1741, with Brother
TroMmas Boubpg, brick mason of the State House, as
his Deputy.

‘When finally the building was ready for occupancy,
it was inaugurated, as it were, with a grand banquet

given by Past Grand Master Brother WiLLiam ALLEN,
79



1706 —CThe Jranklin IBi=centenary —1906

then Mayor of the City, at which without doubt all
of the Brethren of St. John’s Lodge participated.
FrankLiN thus notes the occasion:

“Thursday last William Allen, Esq., Mayor of this City
for the year past, made a feast for his citizens at the state
house, to which all the strangers in town of note were also
invited. Those who are judges of such things say that con-
sidering the delicacy of the viands, the variety and excellency
of the wines, the great number of guests, and yet the easiness
and order with which the whole was conducted, it was the
most grand, the most elegant entertainment that has been
made in these parts of America.”’ (From the Pennsylvania
Gazette, No. 407, Sept. 30, 1736.)

This banquet was held in ‘‘the long room’’ and its
two ante-chambers, one or both of which in after years
(1800-1802) served the present R. W. Grand Lodge
as a place of meeting.

Another incident of note is that when the Legis-
lature met at their October sessions, 1736, the meeting
was held in the State House, at which meeting the
first public Assembly was held within the historic
walls, when Axprew Hamintox, architect of the build-
ing was elected speaker for the seventh time, and
Bexsamin Fravguix clerk; thus FraxgrLin made his
advent in public life, within the walls of the historic
building, erected during his term as Grand Master,
and with which, in after life, he was to be so intimately
connected. At the above meeting, Past Grand Master

Brother WiLLiam ALLEN was a representative from
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Philadelphia County, and his brother-in-law, Past
Grand Master Brother James Hamivton, represented
Lancaster County.

In the struggle for Independence, Bexyamin Fraxk-
LIN appears to be the only Brother whose name shines
out brightly in the cause of Independence. Almost all
of the early Brethren of St. John’s Lodge had either
passed to the Grand Lodge beyond or were upon the
Royal side. FraNkLIN’s name alone appears from
those upon the roster of old ‘‘Liber B’’ who dipped
their pen in Brother Syxa’s silver ink-stand, and
signed the immortal Declaration in 1776.

Returning again to the Masonic career of FranKLIN,
we find, by the old Ledger of St. John’s Lodge, that
he was a regular attendant at his Lodge—having
been absent from but five regular meetings of the
Lodge in as many years.

In his newspaper, he continued to publish any
Masonic notices from home or abroad that came to his
attention. Thus, in the Pennsylvania Gazette for May 6
to 13, 1731, we find a notice from Dublin; July 15 to
22, 1731, one from London; May 4 to 11, 1732, another

from London:

June 19 to 26, 1732—Election of WiLLiam ALLEN as
Grand Master.
March 15 to 22, 1732-3—Initiation of a Jew in
London.
April 19 to 26, 1733—Quarterly Communiecation,
London.
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June 7 to 14, 1733—Constitution of Lodge in London,
and appointment of Provincial Grand Master for
Spain.

June 21 to 28, 1733—Election of HumpaREY MUR-
ray as Grand Master.

May 9 to 16, 1734— Advertisement of FrRaNkKLIN’S
reprint of Axperson’s ‘‘Constitutions,”’ the first Ma-
sonic book printed in America.

(From the Pennsylvania Gazette, No. 284, May 9 to May 16,

1734.)4
““Just Published.

The CONSTITUTIONS of the FREEMASONS: Contain-
ing the History, Charges, Regulations, ete., of that most
ancient and Right Worshipful Fraternity, London printed.
Reprinted by B. Franklin, in the year of Masonry 5734.
Price Stiteh’d 2s. 6, bound 4s.”’

June 20 to 27, 1734 —Election of BExyamIin FRANK-
LN as Grand Master.

(From the Pennsylvania Gazette, No. 290, June 20 to June
27, 1734.)

‘“Monday last a Grand Lodge of the Ancient and Honorable
Society of Free and Accepted Masons in this Provinee, was
held at the Tun Tavern in Water street, when BENJAMIN
FRANKLIN being elected Grand Master for the year ensning,
appointed Mr. John Crap to be his Deputy; and James
Hamilton, Esq., and Thomas Hopkinson, Gent., were chosen
Wardens. After which a very elegant entertainment was
provided, and the Proprietor, the Governor, and several
other persons of distinction, honored the Society with their
presence.’’

 This advertisement was repeated in No. 285, May 16 to May 23,
and in No. 286, May 23 to May 30, 1734.
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FraxkLin’s term as Grand Master, during the
year 1734-5, was an important one in our Masonic
history, as it was during his term as has been shown,
that the walls of Independence Hall were raised by
some of his Brethren of the Craft. He also set up
and printed during his term of office, ‘“‘by special
order, for the use of the Brethren in North America,”’
his ““Mason Book,’’ which was a reprint of ANDERSON’S

? originally published in London in

““Constitutions,
1723; a proof of how much interest Freemasonry had
aroused in the Colonies at that early day.

There was another reason why Fraxkrix reprinted
these ‘‘Constitutions.”” It appears that at this time
the original English edition was exhausted, and, Free-
masonry having spread over the Colonies from Massa-
chusetts to the Carolinas and Georgia, the American
demand could not be supplied from the home sources.
A careful scrutiny of the advertisements in the local
papers up to the time of FraxkLix’s announcement in
May, 1734, fails to show any importation of the origi-
nal edition. The following extract from the proceed-
ings of the Grand Lodge of England throws light
upon the existing conditions:

‘““Monday, Feb. 24, 1734-5.

“‘Brother Anderson, Author of the Book of Con-
stitutions representing that a new edition was become
necessary and that he had prepared materials for it,
the Grand Master and Lodge ordered him to lay the

same before the present and former Grand Officers,
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that they might report their Opinion to Grand
Lodge.”’

It will be noticed that above action was taken
several months after Fraxkrix’s reprint was issued.

The American edition, though advertised in May,
1734, was not ready for delivery until the following
August, during which month he sends 70 copies to
Boston and charges the same to the local lodge of
Masons ‘“‘at Br. Husarps’’; at the same time he sends
a number to South Carolina, where Freemasonry had
been introduced in the fall or winter of 1731, by
Fraxkuin’s partner, Brother Tromas WHITEMARSH,
of St. John’s Lodge, who had gone there and set up a
press.

Later in the year, Fraxkrix sent to ‘‘ Brother James
by Brother Prrer’’ ‘“more Mason books to Boston.”’

Still later in the year, under date of November 28,
1734, we have his letters to the Grand Master and
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts (originals unfortu-
nately destroyed).t*® A careful perusal of the copies
of both the official and personal parts of this com-
munication leads the writer to the opinion that one of
Frankrnin’s motives in penning these endearing mis-
sives was expressed in his postseript:

“If more of the Constitutions are wanted, among
you, please hint it to me.”’

Fraxnkrin had ‘“Mason Books’’ to sell, and he was
as shrewd a merchant as a philosopher.

“* See “ Masonic Letters of Benjamin Franklin, of Philadelphia,
to Henry Price, of Boston,” p. 193 et seq.
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THE

CONSTITUTIONS

OF THE

FREE-MASONS.

CONTAINING THE

Hiflory, Charges, Regulations, &c.
of that moft Ancient and Right
Worfhipful FRATERNITY.

For the Ufe of the LODGES..
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R

LONDON Printed; Auno §723.

Re-printed in Philadelphio bZ{ fpecial Order, for the Ufe
of the Brethrenin NORTH- AMERICA.

In the Year.of Mafonry §734, ow Domini 1734,

TITLE PAGE OF FRANKLIN’S REPRINT OF ANDERSON’S ¢‘CONSTITUTIONS.’’
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As these two missives are the oldest American
Masonic letters that appear to have been preserved,
we reproduce them in full, together with a facsimile
of FrankLIN’s official signature as Grand Master of

1. 5

ey Bl |
04 6.

=64 6

@l |

FAC-SIMILE OF ENTRIES IN FRANKLIN’S JOURNAL OF BOOKS SENT TO
BosToN, AucusT, 1734.

Pennsylvania. The original autograph was torn from
one of the letters, about 1843, by an officer of the
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, and thus escaped de-
struction in the burning of the Winthrop House at
Boston, April 6th, 1864.

These letters are as follows:#*

“ The original of this letter was inexistence until April 6, 1864,
when it was destroyed at the burning of the Winthrop House, Bos-
ton. But many copies of it had been previously made, and no one
doubts its authentieity. A sworn copy of it appears in the Proceed-
ings of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, 1871, pp. 356-7.
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“RienT WORSHIPFUL GRAND MASTER AND MosT WORTHY
AND DEAR BRETHREN,—We acknowledge your favor of the
23d of October past, and rejoice that the Grand Master
(whom God bless) hath so happily recovered from his late
indisposition ; and we now, glass in hand, drink to the estab-
lishment of his health, and the prosperity of your whole Lodge.

““We have seen in the Boston prints an article of news from
London, importing that at a Grand Lodge held there in
Aungust last, Mr. Price’s deputation and power was extended
over all Ameriea, which advice we hope is true, and we heartily
congratulate him thereupon, and though this has not been
as yet regularly signified to us by you, yet, giving credit
thereto, we think it our duty to lay before your Lodge what
we apprehend needful to be done for us, in order to promote
and strengthen the interest of Masonry in this Province
(which seems to want the sanction of some authority derived
from home, to give the proceedings and determinations of
our Lodge their due weight) to wit, a Deputation or Charter
granted by the Right Worshipful Mr. Price, by virtue of his
commission from Britain, confirming the Brethren of Penn-
sylvania in the privileges they at present enjoy of holding
annually their Grand Lodge, choosing their Grand Master,
‘Wardens, and other officers, who may manage all affairs
relating to the Brethren here with full power and authority,
according to the customs and usages of Masons, the said Grand
Master of Pennsylvania only yielding his chair when the
said Grand Master of all America shall be in place. This, if it
seem good and reasonable to you to grant, will not only be ex-
tremely agreeable to us, but will also we are confident conduce
much to the welfare, establishment, and reputation of Ma-
sonry in these parts. We therefore submit it for your con-

sideration, and, as we hope our request will be complied with,
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we desire that it may be done as soon as possible, and also
aeccompanied with a copy of the R. W. Grand Master’s first
Deputation, and of the instrument by whieh it appears to be
enlarged as above-mentioned, witnessed by your Wardens,
and signed by the Seeretary; for whiech favors this Lodge
doubt not of being able to behave as not to be thought un-
grateful.
‘“We are, Right Worshipful Grand Master and Most Worthy ‘
Brethren, Your Affeetionate Brethren and obliged humble
Servts.
Signed at the request of the Lodge,

Y

PHILADELPHIA, Nov. 28, 1734.

‘“Dear BroreER PRICE,—I am glad to hear of your re-
covery. I hoped to have seen you here this Fall, agreeable
to the expeetation you were so good as to give me; but sinee
sickness has prevented your eoming while the weather was
moderate, I have no room to flatter myself with a visit from
you before the Spring, when a deputation of the Brethren
here will have an opportunity of showing how mueh they
esteem you. I beg leave to reeommend their request to you,
and to inform you, that some false and rebel Brethren, who
are foreigners, being about to set up a distinet Lodge in
opposition to the old and true Brethren here, pretending to
make Masons for a bowl of puneh, and the Craft is like to
come into disesteem among us unless the true Brethren are
countenanced and distingunished by some sueh speecial au-

thority as herein desired. I entreat, therefore, that whatso-
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ever you shall think proper to do therein may be sent by the
next post, if possible, or the next following.

@ %k%z %/%

PHILADELPHIA, Nov. 28, 1

“P. S.—If more of the Constitutions are wanted among

you, please hint it to me.

[The address upon the letters:]

““To Mr. HENRY PRICE
At the Brazen Head
Boston,
N. E.”

Unfortunately there exists no reply by HExry Price
to these letters, nor any copy of a Deputation or
Charter, which may have been granted on his request;
nor has the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts any other
contemporary documents bearing upon the subject.

Nothing in our local Masonic history has called
forth more controversy than these two letters. It is
not the purpose of the present writer to enter into
these discussions. The letters speak for themselves.*®

“ See “ Masonic Letters of Benjamin Franklin, of Philadelphia,
to Henry Price, of Boston,” pp. 193-202.
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FraxkLIN’s information appears not to have been
correct, for on examination of Price’s deputation,
granted by Lorp Moxtacur on April 30th, 1733, it
appears that his authority was limited to New Eng-
land, and there is no evidence that he ever attempted
any control over the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania,
which continued to elect Grand Officers annually, as
preseribed in the Coxe deputation, until the appoint-
ment of FrangrLin as Provincial Grand Master in
1749 by Tromas Oxnarp, of Massachusetts, which was
of a short duration.

Towards the close of Brother FrankLIN’s term as
Grand Master, in 1735, he suffered from a severe
attack of pleurisy, which came very close to cutting
short his eventful career, as the attack terminated in
an abscess of the left lobe of his lungs, and he then
almost suffocated with the quantity and suddenness
of the discharge. His rugged constitution, however,
asserted itself, and FrankLIN recovered.

The second one of Frankuix’s essays before men-
tioned, was published in the Pennsylvania Gazette, No.
324, February 11 to 18, 1734, while he was Grand
Master, and it is supposed to have been previously de-
livered by him before the Brethren of St. John’s
Lodge during his term while filling the oriental
chair.*® The subject was ‘“Self Denial not the Essence

“ According to a tradition which has come down in the Swift
family. John Swift was a member of St. John’s and the Grand
Lodge.
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of Virtue,”” and is full of the terse epigrams for which
‘‘Poor Richard’’ became famous:

SELF DENIAL NOT THE ESSENCE OF VIRTUE.

It is ecommonly asserted that without self-denial there is no
virtue, and that the greater the self-denial the greater the
virtue.

If it were said that he who eannot deny himself anything
he ineclines to, though he knows it to be to his hurt, has not the
virtue or resolution or fortitude, it would be intelligent
enough ; but as it stands it seems obscure or erroneous.

Let us consider some of the virtues singly.

If a man has no inclination to wrong people in his dealings,
if he feels no temptation to it, and therefore never does it,
can it be said that he is not a just man? If he is a just man,
has he not the virtue of justice?

If to a certain man idle diversions have nothing in them
that is tempting, and therefore he never relaxes his applica-
tion to business for their sake, is he not an industrious man?
Or has he not the virtue of industry?

I might in like manner instanee in all the rest of the vir-
tues ; but, to make the thing short, as it is certain that the more
we strive against the temptation to any vice and practice the
contrary virtue, the weaker will that temptation be and the
stronger will be that habit, till at length-the temptation has
no foree or entirely vanishes; does it follow from thence thadt
in our endeavors to overcome vice we grow continually less
and less virtuous, till at length we have no virtue at all.

If self-denial be the essence of virtue, then it follows that
the man who is naturally temperate, just, &e, is not virtuous;

but that in order to be virtuous he must, in spite of his natural
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inclination, wrong his neighbours, and eat and drink, &e, to
excess.

But perhaps it may be said that by the word virfue in the
above assertion is meant merit; and so it should stand thus:
‘Without self-denial there is no merit, and the greater the self-
denial the greater the merit.

The self-denial here meant must be when our inclinations
are towards viee, or else it would still be nonsense.

By merit is understood desert; and when we say a man
merits, we mean that he deserves, praise or reward.

‘We do not pretend to merit anything of God, for He is above
our services; and the benefits He confers on us are the effects
of His goodness and bounty. '

All our merit, then, is with regard to one another, and
from one to another.

Taking, then, the assertion as it last stands:

If a man does me a service from a natural benevolent in-
clination, does he deserve less of me than another who does
me the like kindness against his inclination ?

If T have two journeymen, one naturally industrious, the
other idle, but both perform a day’s work equally good, ought
I to give the latter the most wages?

Indeed lazy workmen are commonly observed to be more
extravagant in their demands than the industrious, for if they
have not more for their work they cannot live as well. But
though it be true to a proverb, that lazy folks take the most
pains, does it follow that they deserve the most money?

If you were to employ servants in affairs of trust, would you
not bid more for one you knew was naturally honest, than
for one naturally roguish but who has lately acted honestly?
For currents whose natural channel is damned up, till the

new course is by time worn sufficiently deep and become
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natural, are apt to break their banks. If one servant is more
valuable than another, has he not more merit than another?
and yet this is not on account of superior self-denial.

Is a patriot not praiseworthy if public spirit is natural
to him? ‘

Is a pacing-horse less valuable for being a natural pacer?

Nor, in my opinion, has any man less merit for having in
general natural virtuous inelinations.

The truth is, that temperance, justice, charity, &c are
virtues, whether practiced with or against our inclinations,
and the man who practises them merits our love and esteem;
and self-denial is neither good nor bad, but as it is applied.
he that denies a vicious inclination is virtuous in proportion to
his resolution ; but the most perfect virtue is above all tempta-
tion—such as the virtue of the saints in heaven; and he who
does a foolish, indecent or wicked thing, merely because it is
contrary to his inclination (like some mad enthusiasts I have
read of, who ran about naked, under the notion of taking
up the eross), is not practising the reasonable science of

virtue, but is a lunatie.

From Fraxgnix’s old account book, which he called
“Ledger A’’ as well as ‘““Journal’’ now in the Colleec-
tion of the American Philosophical Society—we find
the following entries and charges:

‘‘Lodge of Mason’s at Br. HuBarDps Dr.

For tickets 5
For tickets 1000 434
Sept. 1734 For a finely gilded constitution to the
Proprietor ........... ... .. .. ... 5
For one Do for the Lodge............ 5
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August 31 For 3 Constitutions by John Cather-
wood, Lian. County ................ 7.6
For 1 Do. to Morgan Sexton......... 2.6

FAC-SIMILE OF ENTRIES IN FRANKLIN’S JOURNAL.

Omitted 15s. For 6 by Reynells to Lancaster
For postage of Commission &e. 11s. 4d.

& 2s. 8d. 14
For Constitutions sent to Boston 70,
Carolina 25 11.17.6

13.11.10"’

““Lodge Dr. Continued

Brot. over 13.11.10

Oct. 1736 For 1100 Tickets 4.11.8
For Advertisements 10.0

1737 Aug. 10 For Freight of Limes 3.0

18.16.6”
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A careful analysis of the above account shows that
two charges for ‘‘Tickets’’ were made prior to Septem-
ber, 1734, and were evidently long since paid for. In
the footing on first column FraxkuLix accidentally
counted the four pence of the former charge, which
accounts for the error in addition. The charge of six
copies ‘‘by Rev~ELLs to Lancaster,”’ was also omitted,
and 1is so noted in the margin. The bill when presented
to the Lodge was undoubtedly corrected.

What is meant by the charge of 14 shillings for
‘“‘postage of Commission, &e.,’” has thus far remained
an unsolved problem to the present writer.

. ﬂfw );/Wh /3
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FAC-SIMILE OF ENTRIES IN FRANKLIN’S JOURNAL.

Other charges of interest to us, found upon the pages
of the old tome beside those already mentioned, are:

““Isaac Brown dr.
For a gilt Mason book & one unbd. 0.7.6.
Upon other pages we find

October 8, 1734 Philip Syng Dr. for binding a
Mason book. 1.6
95
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November 1734 Mr. Thomas Penn, Proprietor.

For a book of Constitutions. 6.0
James Bingham for Binding a Ma-
son book 1.6
Mr. Newingham for binding a Mason
book gilt 4.0
Edward Evans for a Mason book 2.6
March 20, 1735 John Hubbard for Mason book 2.6
May 13, 1735 F. Hopkinson, Dr. to binding a Ma-
son book 1.6

All of the above named, with the exception of
Turomas Pexx and Epwarp Evans, were members of
St. John’s Lodge in Philadelphia.

That Frankruin’s deep interest in Freemasonry did
not lessen, notwithstanding the many organizations in
which he was the leading spirit, such as the Library,
the Junto, and the Union Fire Company, is shown by
the fact that, after his first term as Grand Master had
expired, he served as Secretary of his Lodge for
several years, until the records and accounts in
““Liber B’’ end in 1738, for the avowed purpose of keep-
ing up an interest among the members. It was Bex-
JamMiN Frankuiy who balanced the accounts of the
members in the Ledger, and wrote the last entry in
the book.

It has been well said by a former commentator that
he was a ‘‘shining example of an early Freemason,
who throughout his extended career never lost his

interest nor ceased to be active in the Fraternity.”’
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Continuing our scrutiny of his Pennsylvania
Gazette, we find the following Masonic items:

June 26 to July 3, 1735—Election of James Hamir-
ToN as Provincial Grand Master.

October 2 to 9, 1735—A notice of Grand Lodge of
Ireland.

July 8 to 15, 1735—Election of Tromas Hoprkixson
as Grand Master of the Province.

July 15 to 22, 1736—Freemasons’ parade in London.

May 5 to 12, 1737—Election of Grand Master of
Scotland.

May 26 to June 2, 1737—A Freemason’s funeral at
London.

Next we come to an unfortunate incident by which a
credulous life was lost, the blame for which was
wrongly laid at the door of the Fraternity, and
afforded the non-Masonic and political enemies of
FraxgLIN an opportunity to attack him, and accuse
him of conniving at the transaction, even though he
had not been present at the time. The first public
notice of this outrage appeared in Fraxkrix’s Penn-
sylvania Gazette, No. 444, June 9 to 16, 1737, viz:

‘‘Philadelphia, June 16—we hear that on Monday night
last, some people, pretending to be Free Masons, got together
in a cellar with a young man, who was desirous of being made
one, and in the ceremonies, ’tis said, they threw some burning
spirits upon him, either accidentally or to terrify him, which

burnt him so that he was obliged to take his bed, and died
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this morning. The coroner’s inquest are now sitting on the
body.”’

The story of this incident is as follows: Dr. Evax
Jonges, who was a prominent apothecary of that day,
and whose shop was at the corner of Market Street
and Letitia Court, had a credulous and unsophis-
ticated apprentice by the name of Daxier Reese, who
expressed a desire to be made a Freemason. Dr.
Jonges, with several of his cronies, none of whom, how-
ever, were Masons, concluded to have some sport at
the young man’s expense, telling him they would
initiate him.

On the appointed night, they took the innocent
youth into the back yard of Dr. Joxes’ house, where,
under the pretence of initiating him into the Mystery
of Freemasonry, they made him take an irreligious
and scandalous oath, which was composed and ad-
ministered by one Jorx RemixeToN, a lawyer; after
this Reese was forced to submit to a number of absurd
and ridiculous indignities. They then instructed him
in certain ludicrous signs, and told him he had now
received the first degree in Freemasonry. The other
persons who assisted at this farce were one JoHN
TackerBURY, and a certain tailor, whose initials ‘“‘E.
W.,”” are all that we have as to his identity.

Young Reesg, having no suspicion of the fraud
being perpetrated upon him, presented himself on the

evening of June 13, 1737, to have a higher degree
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conferred upon him. For this purpose he was led
into the cellar of Dr. Jonxes’ store, blindfolded, and
made to repeat a profane invocation to the devil.
They then administered to him a libation, in which
was a strong dose of physic. Being led to kiss a book
to swear upon, he was made to kiss a substitute, in-
tended to much increase the rude sport of the com-
pany. In the meantime a pan of ‘‘Snapdragon,’ into
which some camphor had been introduced was set on
fire (this was intended to give all present the pale
hue of death); with that the bandage was slipped off
of the lad, who saw in front of him one SvrLivan, who
became a fugitive from justice, with a cow’s hide and
horns representing the devil. However, as all this
failed to terrify the voung man, Dr. Joxes actually
threw the pan of burning spirits over the poor lad,
who was at once ablaze. This revel terminated in the
death of the young man, after languishing for three
days in delirium.

The Coroner’s Jury severely censured the guilty
parties, though they acquitted them of intentional
homicide.

In the next issue of the Pennsylvania Gazette, No.
445, June 16 to 23, 1737, FraxkLix published follow-
ing news item:

‘‘Philadelphia, June 23.—The Coroner’s Inquest on the
body of the young man mentioned in our last, found that his

death was occasioned by the burning spirits thrown upon
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him, but that as far as it appeared to them, by the evidence
they had, the throwing of these spirits upon him was acci-
dental. ’Tis said, however, since the Inquest, further evi-
dence has been given to the Magistrate that it was a voluntary

action.’’

An advertisement was also published in both
Fraxguix’s Pennsylvania Gazette and Braprorp’s
American Weekly Mercury, in which the officers of
the Grand Lodge and the members of St. John’s
Lodge declare their abhorrence to such practices in
general, and their innocence of this fact in particular;

viz:

Penn’a, SS., Hopkinson, Grand Master.

‘Whereas, some ill-disposed Persons in this City assuming
the Name of Free-Masons, have for some years past imposed
upon several well-meaning People, who desirous of becoming
true Brethren, persuading them, after they had performed
certain ridiculous Ceremonies, that they were really become
Free-Masons, and have lately, under the Pretence of making
a Young Man a Mason, caused his Death, as ’tis said, by
Purging, Vomiting, Burning, and the Terror of certain hor-
rid and diabolical rites: It is thought proper, for preventing
such Impositions for the future, and to avoid any unjust
Aspersions that may be thrown on the Antient and Honorable
Fraternity on this Account, either in this city or any other
Part of the World, to publish this Advertisement, declaring
the Abhorance of all true Brethren to such Practices in gen-
eral, and their Innocence of this Fact in particular: and that

the Persons concerned in this wicked Action are not of our
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Society, nor of any Society of Free and Accepted Masons,
to our Knowledge or Belief.
Signed in Behalf of all the Members of St. John’s Lodge,
at Philad’a the 16th day of June 1737.
TroMAs HorpkinsoN, Grand Master.
WiLL. PrumsTtep, Deputy Master.

JOSEPH SHIPPEN
} Grand Wardens.
HeNRY PrATT

Although this tragedy caused much excitement in
Philadelphia, it did not prevent the Brethren from
meeting on St. John the Baptist’s Day and choosing
officers for the ensuing year, as appears by the Penn-
sylvania Gazette, No. 446, June 23 to 30, 1737, viz:

‘‘Philadelphia, June 30.—Fryday last was held, at the
Indian King in this City a Grand Lodge of the Free and Ac-
cepted MASONS; when WILLIAM PLUMBSTED was
unanimously ehosen Grand Master of the Province for the
Year coming, who also appointed JOSEPI SHIPPEN, Jun.,
to be his Deputy, and Messrs. Henry Pratt and Philip Syng
were nominated and chosen Grand Wardens.”’

Frankuiy, in his Pennsylvania Gazette No. 449,
July 14 to 21, 1737, refers to the feast of the Grand
Lodge of England upon the occasion of the installa-
tion of the Grand Master in 1737. Four months later,
in No. 468, November 24 to December 1, 1737, he notes
the appointment of a provincial Grand Master for the
Leeward group of West India Islands.

In the meantime, Dr. Evax JoxEes, JoHN REMINGTON
and Jou~ TackerpsURy, three of the principals en-

gaged in the tragic burlesque, were indicted for the
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murder of Danxier. Reese by the Grand Jury. The
case was tried during the last week in January,
1737-8, in the Court of Oyer and Terminer. The trial
of Dr. Evax Joxgs, Chymist, lasted 15 hours, at the
end of which time the jury brought in a verdict,
finding him guilty of manslaughter. He was at once
sentenced and burnt in the hand. Remineron was
also convicted, while TackerBURY, who it was charged
was an expelled or renegrade Mason, was acquitted.

After the trial was over, Fraxnkrin published a re-
port of the case in his Pennsylvania Gazette, No. 478,
January 31 to February 7, 1737-8.

This report immediately started a sharp contro-
versy in Braprorp’s American Weekly Mercury, which
we may with truth designate as the first anti-Masonic
paper in America. The chief attack against Fraxxk-
LN and the Brethren appeared in this paper, which
was the rival sheet to Fravgrin’s Pennsylvania
Gazette; as will be seen, FraxkrIN at once publicly
denied these inuendoes and accusations, substantiating
his denial by the affidavits of several reputable citi-
zens who were cognizant of the affair.

As a matter of historical interest the articles from
both papers are reprinted in full:

(From the Pennsylvania Gazette, No. 478, Jan. 31 to Feb. 7,
1737-8.)

‘“MR. FRANKLIN,
“YOUR Readers, no doubt, will expect some Information
concerning the Tryal of Dr. Jones, for the Murder of his

Apprentice. As I was present as a Spectator and observed
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the whole Proceeding with Attention; I send you the follow-
ing account.

“Mr. GROWDON, the King’s Attorney-General, opened
the Charge laid in the Indictment, with his usual Eloquence.
He began by informing the Court and Jury, That the deccased
being young and inexperienced, had expressed a great Inelina-
tion to be initiated into the Mystery of Free Masonry: Where-
upon his Master the Prisoner at the Bar, combined with
several others to divert themselves with the Lad’s Simplieity.
They made him believe, that, before they could gratify his
Inelination, it was necessary they should invoke and raise
the Devil. To whieh the Youth, being under the Direction of
his Master, unhappily consented. Preparatory to this, the
Deceased, with a Bandage on his Eyes, was led into the
Doctor’s Garden, where on his Knees he repeated after an-
other, in broken Sentences (whenee there is room to hope he
might not conceive their Meaning) a stupid blasphemous Writ-
ing (whieh, tho’ not penned by the Doctor, he was made
privy to) whereby Satan (suppos’d to be present) was ac-
knowledged and adored as a supream and mighty Power,
with Expressions of a true and faithful Allegiance to the
Prinee of Darkness.

““Then they administred to him a Cup, in imitation of the
Sacrament, which contained a strong Dose of Physick; after
which one of the Company indecently discovered his Posteri-
ors, to which the Lad, under the same Impediment of Sight
was led to kiss, as a Book to swear upon. Afterwards he
was econduected into a Cellar, when the last Seene of this
Hellish Action was laid. Several persons were formally in-
vited to the Celebration of these Diabolical Rites. The Doe-
tor having twice endeavored, but without Effect, to set Fire
to some Rum or other Spirit, that was in an earthen Pan,

which he had prepared for that Purpose, went up Stairs to
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his Shop, and presently returning with a large Bottle in his
Hand, poured into the Pan an additional Quantity of Spirit,
which, on a third Essay, immediately took Fire; some of the
Company then diverted themselves at a Play called Snap-
Dragon, holding their Heads over the Pan, that their Coun-
tenances, from the blue Reflection of the Flames, might appear
ghastly and hideous; hoping from thence, that the Youth,
upon taking the Bandage from his Eyes, would imagine he
saw the real Servants of the Devil, who was personated by a
Fellow dressed in a Cow’s Hide with Horns. But the De-
ceased not expressing that Surprize which was expected, his
Master asked him if he was not afraid; He answered, he is not.
The Doctor thereupon takes up the Pan in his IIands, and
throws the burning Spirits on the Breast of the Youth, who
being covered with Flames, his Master threw himself upon
him, and extinguished them. Here the Scene of Hell closed,
but with a fatal Consequence. The unhappy young Man
languished for about three Days, almost continually delirious,
and then died in a miserable Condition. The Parts burnt,
which were from the Breast down to the Thighs, appeared
like the Skin of a roasted Pig, varied with several Spots, some
black, some of a livid Colour.

““This was the Sum of the Charge as opened by the Attor-
ney-General, except a few Circumstances, which were after-
wards supplied by the Witnesses, who fully proved the whole
Transaction, as here laid down, beyond the Possibility of a
Doubt. And, indeed, for several Months before the Tryal
came on, there was hardly any Person in Philadelphia, who
could be ignorant of the Affair, in all its horrid Cirecum-
stances. And ’tis observable, to the Honour of the Fra-
ternity of real Free Masons (of which by the Way I am no
Member) that no sort of People express’d a greater Abhor-

rence of the Fact on all Oceasions than they did; for which
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Reason the Doctor challeng’d all the Brethren that were re-
turn’d on the Pannel of the Jury, and they were accordingly
set aside.

““One of the King’s Counecil agreed to this Effect, That
the Discharging so large a Quantity of burning Spirits, on
the Body of the Deceased, must by an immediate and neces-
sary Consequence, not only hurt, but grievously hurt: That
therefore the Fact, for which the Prisoner stood charged,
was clearly Murder in the Eye of the Law: since it is post-
tively pronounced in all the Books, That if a man, with a
sedate Mind, deliberately and UNLAWFULLY, without any
Provocation, doeth such corporal Hurt and Damage to an-
other, that he dieth thereof; the Offender, tho’ he had no
design to Kill, is Guilty of MURDER, of Murder by MALICE
EXPRESS. That the Act of throwing the burning Spirits
was evidently unlawful; for, if the deceased had lived, the
Law would have given an Action of Trespass against Fis
Master for Assault and Battery: Besides, the Circumstances
which preceded and led to the fatal Act, were of the most
flagitious Nature that cver were known in this Province, and
which alone called for the several Punishments, That the
Common Law of England in this Particular relating to Mur-
der, was founded in Nature and the eternal Reason of Things;
since it has remained unalterable thro’ a Succession of many
Ages, is agreeable to the Laws of all other civilized Nations,
and to the Revealed Law of God himself.

““The same Gentleman added, That no Government could
subsist, nor could any thinking Man believe he had any
reasonable security for his Life, where such cool Villany
should be perpetrated with Impunity; or where a Man fling-
tng Fire, Flames, and Death around him, shall be allow’d to

excuse it, by saying he was only in Jest.
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““The King’s Attorney-General told the Jury, that the Case
before them was the most puzling he had ever met with.
He added that, after having examined all the cases with the
strictest Attention, and finding none in Point with this, hus
Conscience obliged him to declare, he did not think the
Prisoner guilty of Murder.

““The Jury brought in their Verdict, MANSLAUGHTER.

“Yours, ete.,
‘““A.B.”

““Two other persons were arraign’d with Dr. Jones for the
same Crime, of whom one was found guilty of Manslanghter,
but obtain’d a Pardon; and on the other was acquitted by the

Jury.”’

(From the American Weekly Mercury, No. 946. Feb. 7 to
14, 1737, 8.)

““Mr. Bradford,

“IT is hard to say, that any Circumstances in a Man’s
Life, should debar him from making his Complaint when hurt,
or showing his Resentment when injured ; to strike a Man when
he is down, or insult him in distress, is an Act of Cowardice
and Cruelty; and surely the Man that would inflict greater
Punishment on his fellow Subject than the Laws allow, in-
cline to be Arbitrary and barbarous: For as in the Prosecu-
tion and Punishment of Criminals, the Laws of the Land
ought to be the Rule, so in reporting or relating a Case try’d,
Truth ought inviolably to be observed: He that attempts to
break the Fences of either of these shews more Envy and
Malice, than Cendor or Ingenuity.

‘‘Since the Author of the Paper sign’d A. B. in Mr. Frank-
lin’s last Gazette, has taken upon him, to aggravate the Of-
fences committed by Dr. Jones and others, I think myself

in Justice obliged, and as an English Subject 1 have the Right
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to take Notice of it, being not only present during these Trials
he observes upon, but also privy to the Aets that bear any
relation thereto; therefore Shall give Mr. Franklin and his
Correspondent the naked Truth of the whole, and back my
Assertions with undoubled Proofs thereof, if required.
Tackerbury, the principal Evidence against Dr. Jones, hath
long assumed the Character of one of the Fraternity of Free-
Masons, but was expelled the Common Lodge (as is reported)
for some scandals in his Behavior (which are too notorious
in general) and since his expulsion, has taken upon him to
form a separate Lodge, and to initiate and establish Members
aceording to the GENUINE RITES (as he solemnly pro-
fessed they are) of the said Society ; Among many other giddy
Heads, he persuaded the unfortunate Deceased into an inordi-
nate fondness of being made a Free-Mason, but not by the
Direction or Consent of his Master, as Mr. A. B. is pleased to
say; but the unhappy Youth persisted in it against his Mas-
ter’s Threats, and the Intreaties of his Friends, as appear’d
by Evidenee on the Trial; therefore Mr. Franklin’s Corre-
spondent takes more Freedom with the Attorney-General than
becomes him, who cannot be guilty of such mean and malevo-
lent Expressions as this Author uses, but his Eloquence and
Law is too well known and approved to be blasted by the
pitiful Scurrilities or Sncers of that Writer, whose Charac-
ter when discovered and displayed, will perhaps afford more
Instanees of Blasphiemy and Profanencss, than is eontained
in that Writing or any other Writing or Words (except his
own) known or uttered in Pennsylvania. But since the Of-
fenders have been Tried, and reeeived the Punishment or
Mercy the Law allows, nothing but envy and ill-nature could
prompt this Awuthor too repeat and aggravate the Crimes
beyond Measure, and impudently impeach the Justiee of the

Court and Jury, nor can I see the justice or reasonableness of
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his pecuniary, that some of the ridiculous Ceremonies used in
the Garden, was in allusion to any sacred Rites, unless to
shew how Agreeable sueh is, to his wonted Air and accustomed
Eloquence, in ridiculing those and other religious and sacred
Points of Divine Worship.

‘‘But as all that passed in the Garden to initiate, and the
Ceremony of the Snap-Dragon to compleat a Free-Mason, as
well as the said Writing, were of the Contrivance of honest
Tackerbury, he can best explain their Meaning. However
stupid and prophane that Writing is, it did not always seem
so harsh to a Free-Mason, for when it was first produced to
Mr. F
he was pleased to express his Approbation thereof by a most
hearty Liaughter, and in friendship desired to have the further
perusal of it; which in several Companies he diverted him-
self with the Reading of, and being informed how D. R. had
been initiated in the Garden, he candidly saluted him by the
Name of Brother, and to encourage him in it gave him a

n, about 4 Days before the meeting at Snap-Dragon,

Sign, as they term it, and congratulated him on being ad-
mitted into the Brotherhood, and desired to have Notice to be
present at the Diversion of Sunap-Dragon; but it seems he
was not invited at the Time, but soon after the Misfortune
happened, he, to the surprise of his Friends, who at his re-
quest had entrusted him with the Writing for his Diversion,
went and informed a Magistrate thereof, and appeared as an
Evidence upon the same at the Trial, which doubtless con-
due’d to the finding a Verdict against one of the Prisoners:
How far this Part, acted by an accepted Free-Mason, of the
famous Tackerbury’s varions Exploits, tend to the Honour
of that Society, I shall not contend about, with 4. B. but
leave an indifferent Reader to judge. O Turbidum hominum

Genus!
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““A. B. asserts, that the Witness proved the whole Trans-
action, as laid down, beyond the Possibility of a Doubt. 1f
with the same Freedom with that Author, I may be allowed
to Observe, This is an Assertion that carries with it more
Prejudice than Ingenuity: For I must say, That beyond doubt
Tackerbury and Sulevan were the only Witnesses that gave
LEvidenee that Dr. Jones threw the Spirits on D. R. against
which Evidence one Witness positively proved, that Tacker-
bury soon after the Misehief happened, and while he was fled
from Justice, confessed, that he, Tackerbury, Jogg’d the
Doctor’s Elbow, which oeeasioned the Spirits to be spilt on
the Deeeased; and two other Witnesses swore, That Tacker-
bury own’d, that by a Jogg on the Doctor’s Elbow, the Mis-
chief happened; And that on the Day the Bill was found by
the Grand Jury, Tackerbury, being ask’d how he could Swear
so against the Doctor, answered, ‘“ What will one not Swear to
save his ouwn Neck?’’ And was it not proved, that Sulevan
who also fled from Justice, and who represented the DEVIL
in the Action, confessed, soon after the death of D. E. that the
Cellar was so dark, he could not tell Zow or by whom the
Spirit was thrown on the Deceased; not one other Witness
gives any positive Evidence: But whether there be a possi-
bility of a Doubt in the ease, when the Evidence of Tacker-
“ bury and Sulevan, thus eonfronted, is eonsidered, were their
Characters fair, I shall not presume to say. But notwith-
standing the gross Insinuations against the Jury and Attor-
ney-General, I may justly believe not only the Attornecy-
General, but the Court and Jury acted aecording to the dic-
tates of their Consciences.

‘“As for the Law Cases advaneed by A. B. I shall leave
the Remarks thereon to be made by some of the Profession;
when that is done, perhaps these may be found as Empty, as
those lately published and remark’d, and the Authors of both

rendered equally contemptible in the Opinion of the Learned;
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at least he may be thought a little Partial, sinece he’s not
pleased to favour the Public with any Argument used in
behalf of the Prisoner. In the mean time, I may be allowed
to think with the Jury, and all exeept Franklin’s Correspon-
dent, that the throwing the Spirit, was not done with a sedate
and deliberate Mind, intending to Hurt, much less with a de-
sign to Kill, and may not therefore be attended with the same
Consequenece as the Case he States. The Mercy of some Men
ts Cruelty, and the most just Prosecution, Verdict and Judg-
ment must be impeached, and the Persons (after suffering
what the Law inflicts) insulted and distressed to Death, if
their malignant Spirits and arbitrary Wills are not gratified.
For, as A. B. owns he was present during the whole of these
Trials, he must needs observe, what indefatigable Pains and
uneommon Methods were used by the Prosecutor’s Council to
challenge and set aside near 100 Freeholders, before a Jury
was fixed to his Mind; and now confidently to affirm, that
the whole was proved beyond possibility of a Doubt, which
if true, the Court and Jury must have Err’d in the Discharge
of their Duty; the One in not directing the Party to be found
guilty as charged, the Other in bringing in too merciful a
Verdict; What manner of Treatment this is to both (omitting
the Attorney-General, who is best able to Answer for him-
self) I submit to the Reader. But I will venture to say, there
are several Hundred good man (Spectators of the whole)
that will Pronounee with me, that this Writing of 4. B.’, is
as ineonsistent with the Rules of Charity, eommon Justice and
Humanity, as the impious Writings justly censur’d by the
Court and Jury, is with Virtue, Piety and good Manners.
“C. D.”

(From the Pennsylvania Gazette, No. 479, Feb. 7 to Feb. 14,
1737-8.)

‘““SOME very false and scandalous Aspersions being thrown

on me in the MERCURY of Yesterday, with regard to Dr.
110



The Celebration

Jones’s Affair, I find my self obliged to set that Matter in a
true Light.

““Sometime in June last, Mr. Danby, Mr. Alriks, and my
self were appointed by the Court of Common-Pleas, as Audi-
tors to settle an Affair, between Dr. Jones and Arnstrong
Smith, then depending in said Court. We met accordingly
at a Tavern in Market Street on the Satwrday morning before
the Tradegy was acted in the Doctor’s Cellar. Dr. Jones ap-
peared, and R——n as his Attorney, but Smith could not
readily be found. While we waited for Smith, in order to

hear both parties together; the Doctor and R n began to
entertain us with an Account of some Diversion they had
lately had with the Dr.’s Apprentice, who being desirous of
being made a Free-Mason, they had persuaded him thay could
make him one, and accordingly had taught him several ridicu-
lous Signs, Words and Ceremonies, of which he was very
fond. Tis true I laugh’d (and perhaps heartily, as my Man-
ner is) at the Beginning of their Relation; but when they
came to those Circumstances of their giving him a violent
Purge, leading him to kiss 7'’s PPosteriors, and administring
to him the diabolical Oath which R
indeed serious, as I suppose the most merry Man (not inelin’d
to Mischief) would on such an Oceasion? Nor did any one
of the Company, exeept the Doctor and R n themselves,
seem in the least pleased with the Affair, but the contrary.
Mr. Danby in particular said, That if they had done such
things in England, they would be prosecuted. Mr. Alrichs,
That e did not belicve they could stand by it, and my self,
That when the Young Man came to know how he had been
impos’'d on, he would never forgive them. But the Doector and
R n went on to tell us, that they design’d to have some

further Diversion, on pretence of raising him to a higher

n read to us, I grew

Degree in Masonry. R n said it was intended to introduce
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on their respective Qualifications did declare, that the con-
tents of the above Certificate were true.

“Sworn and affirm’d

““Before me, this 15th

““of February, 1737, 8.
“WILLIAM ALLEN.”

(From the American Weekly Mercury, No. 947. Feb. 14 to
Feb. 21, 1737, 8.)

‘“AS no other Motive excited me to take notice of A. B.’s
Remarks on the Tryal of Dr. Jones and others, but what pro-
ceeded from the Principles of Charity and Benevolence; so
I could not avoid engaging on the side of Mercy and Justice,
in opposition to such as would Advocate for Cruelty and
Oppression; and when their virulent Efforts could not pre-
vail to deprive Men of Life, would bid defiance to establish’d
Rules, and scorn the ordinary Dispensation of Justice; and
vent their Spleen on all concerned in the Administration of
Clemeney ; and shew their earnest endeavors to debar them of
Liberty; such an Arbitrary and DMalevolent dispositior of
Mind, in my Opinion (not for the sake of any private Person
or Concern, but for the Welfare, Comfort and Security of
every one’s Life and Liberty) ought to be abhorred, and
totally quelled and banished from all Societies: But as we live
in a Colony generally noted as well for JUSTICE as MERCY,
it’s not to be much dreaded that such Malignant (if any are
crept amongst us) will find many Adherents, so there’s no
room to doubt but the Doctor and others will be allowed the
protection and privileges due by Law, in Consequence of
which, and of the natural Right of Self-preservation, I take
the Liberty to rescue myself from the Imputation of throw-
ing false and scandalous Aspersions on any one, as asserted
by Mr. F

n 1n his last Gazette.
114



The Cclebration

““As I bear not the least ill will to Mr. F n, I ean but
in Charity think he did forget as well what past in Conver-

sation, as he did the Day on which it happened; for on
Friday (not Saturday) he met the Company at the Place and
on the Aecount he mentions, and on that Day, Friday, the dis-
course was had: I think it is almost improbable he should
forget the Name Tackerbury, then often mentioned, and said
to be the Person that had taken upon him to initiate and per-

suade the young Man to be a Free-Mason, being one of that

Fraternity himself, but neither the Doctor or Re were
such, as the young man well knew, and so it appeared on the
Tryal: it’s not reasonable nor eredible they could pretend to
lead him into sueh perswasion, or that they said so; especially
since Tackerbury had long before drawn him into his Snare,

and invented the whole Scheme some Months before, as was

evidently proved on the said Tryal. Mr. F n also forgets
the Subjeet Matter of his Laughter, the Writing or diabolieal
Oath, as he ealls it, was by the Dr. delivered to and read by

him, and not by Re , and therenpon he laugh’d as his

manner is, and read the same over and over, and at his re-
quest the same was entrusted with him in the Manner and for
the Purpose as C. D. has observed, which Point as charged by
C.D.Mr. F
and read it to so many, that it grew troublesome, he says he

n owns, save that after he had communieated

delivered it to a Messenger from the Mayor, who must have
been informed of it before; a Cireumstance not varying in
Substance from what is charged, and therefore cannot be a

false Aspersion. But surely if Mr. F n had been in

Earnest or so Serious upon the Oceasion, as he mentions, he
would not have contributed to debauch and corrupt the Minds
and Manners of so many by publishing and communieating

to them a diabolical Writing.
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“I must by leave, and I hope in point of Justice to myself
I may be allowed, with Freedom to declare a truth so demon-
strable as can be well attested, That Mr. F——n did Salute
the young Man by the Name, give a Sign, and congratulate
him upon the Oceasion ; and signified his desire and design to
be present at the then proposed Diversion, as is asserted by
C. D. tho’ some present either forgot or did not hear all that
passed, and therefore C. D.’s Allegations touching these points
are not false nor groundless; but if Seandals are to be in-
ferred from thence, they are not to be imputed to him, nor
is it probable that the Doctor and Re
the Manner set forth by Mr. F
detestation of the Subject as he insinuates.

should proceed in

n, had he expressed his

““But I believe none can think Mr. F——5n in Earnest,
when he says he had a respeet for the Lad’s Father, and
thought it was a pity his Son should be imposed on, and
therefore he followed the Lad down stairs, ete. when in Truth
the Liad went out and Mr. F——n did not stir from the Room
in less than half an hour after, and so no wonder he was gone
out of sight:

““But pray, if the kindness he expresses to have for the
Father, or the Abhorrence of the Imposition on the Son were
real, why did he not (sinece he had several Days opportunity
for it) sooner inform the Magistrate, or advise the Young
Man, so as to prevent that Imposition, and the unhappy Con-
sequences that happened in the Cellar? I heartily wish, since
he conscended to such an Office at last, that he had done it
at first, that his Information might have turned to some good
purpose. But his appealing to several who heard him read
this prophane Writing, to witness that his Reading was ae-
companied with Expressions of Detestation, may possibly im-
ply more of Hypocrisy than Sincerity. And I think it more

consistent with the part or duty of a good Man, to conceal
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or destroy so prophane a Writing, than to repeat or publish
it to his Neighbours, which in my Opinion shews more of his
pleasure in it than detestation of it, since his so doing eould
not tend to the publiek nor private good.

““I should not be dissatisfied nor find fault with Mr. /'
endeavors to palliate his own Conduet, did he not unjustly

n’s

Charge and Reproaeh that of others; nor would I presume to
say, that his hearty Laughter, whieh he owns, at the relation
given him of the Matters, did any wise argue his Approba-
tion of 'em, or that he desired to be present at the Diversion
mentioned, since his Witnesses, more tender of his Reputa-
tion than himself, have otherwise eertified, ete. Altho’ I am
no Lawyer, yet I must beg leave to think, and my weak Reason
tells me, such a Negative Assertion eannot be proved: But as
I esteem the Characters of those Gentlemen, I must and do
suppose they were hurried to Subseribe, ete. before they had
time to eonsider the Day and Time referred to, or the Nature
of a Negative Evidenee. But I hope the Parties will soon be

brought face to face, and then I doubt not of being reseued
n the

from the Imputation insinuated, or doing Mr. F

least injustiee.
“C.D.”

Immediately after the conviction of Dr. Evax Joxks
and the Attorney Remineroxn, the latter presented a
petition to James Locawn, President of the Provineial
Council, asking for mercy in his case. Action was
taken upon the matter at the Council held February 3,
1737. The petition and disposition are as follows:

‘“A petition of John Remington, Attorney at Law, deliv-
ered to the President, was by him laid before the Board and

read, setting forth that the Petitioner was unfortunately de-
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luded and drawn into the idle Diversion of performing the
Ceremony of making a free Mason, in Order to which a Sport
called Snap Dragon was prepared, at which the Petitioner was
persuaded to be present; that unhappily some of the burning
Spirit used in this Sport was thrown or spilt on the Breast
of one, Daniel Rees, which so burnt or sealded him that in a
few days after the said Daniel dyed; That Doctor Evan Jones
had been indicted as Principle for the Murder of the said
Daniel Rees, & by a Jury of the County was found guilty of
Manslaughter; That the Petitioner was also indicted as aiding
& abetting the said Evan Jones, and altho’ no Evidence did
or could appear to prove that the Petitioner had any hand in
the throwing or spilling the said Liquor on the Body of the
said Daniel, or was privy to any Design or Intention of doing
harm to the said Daniel, or to any other Person, yet the same
Jury had brought in a Verdict of Manslaughter likewise
against the Petitioner, which if put in Execution would tend
to the utter Ruin of the Petitioner, his Wife, and two small
children, & therefore humbly praying that the President &
Counecil would be pleased to grant him a Pardon; Whereupon
the Board are of Opinion that the Petitioner should be par-
doned the Manslaughter aforesaid, and the burning in the
hand, which by reason thereof he ought to suffer; But it
being observed that in the Course of the Tryal a certain
wicked & irreligious Paper had been produced & read, which
appeared to have been composed by the said Remington, who
had made the aforesaid Daniel Rees repeat the same, as part
of the form to be gone thro’ on initiating him as a free
Mason ; the Board therefore agreed that the Pardon should
be so restricted as that it might not be pleaded in Bar of any
Prosecution that should heréafter be commenced against the

said Remington on account of the said scandalous Paper.”’
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Dr. Evax Joxes evidently received his well merited
punishment. Tt is not known whether any subsequent
action was ever taken against REmincTon in regard to
the said ‘‘scandalous Paper.”” As to Tackersury, the
third defendant, a communication was sent to Brap-
rorp, showing that he was a member of the Fra-
ternity; unfortunately no record of this letter can be
found. It is noted in No. 946 of the American Weekly
Mercury as follows:

‘“The Letter signed BOAZ giving an account of Taeker-
bury’s being a Freemason, must be omitted this week.”’

A further illustration of the vindietiveness of Brap-

rorp and his abettors at this time in their crusade
against Fraxkvuiy and the Freemasons, and to what

straights they went in seeking to cast obloquy upon
the Masonic Brotherhood, will be seen from a notice
in No. 946 of the American Weekly Mercury, Feb-
ruary 7 to 14, 1737-8, relating to a band of negro
thieves who are here called a Lodge of Free-Masons.
An account of the Reese tragedy, together with
F'raxkrLin’s alleged participation in it, and the subse-
quent acrimonious controversy in the local press, in
due time came to the notice of FraxgLix’s relatives in
Massachusetts, and caused much econcern to his
mother. Letters were written to him by the family,
asking for an explanation regarding his connection
with the Masonic Fraternity, and setting forth the

worry this matter was causing his mother.
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These letters were a source of considerable worry
to FrankLIN, as the different entries in his Common-
place Book show. Thus, upon one page, we find:

““Unless she will believe me when I assure her thay they
are in general a very harmless sort of People; and have no
principles or Practices that are inconsistent with Religion
or good manners.”’

Upon another page we find:

““As to the Freemasons I know of no way of giving my
Mother a better Opinion of them than she seems to have, at
present (since it is not allowed that women should be ad-
mitted into that Seeret Society). She has, I must confess,
on that aceount, some reason to be displeas’d with it, but
for any thing else, I must entreat her to suspend her Judg-
ment till she is better inform’d (and in the meantime exer- |
cise her charity, as I do of the with regard to the Arians &
Arminians she seems so angry with, of whom I know as
little as she of the Freemasons, and have thereby.) "’

Facsimiles of these two entries are shown upon
pages 121 and 124.

From these various thoughts and memoranda jotted
down upon the pages of his blotter, Fraxkrix finally
constructed the letter to his father, JosIAH FRrRANKLIN,
sent under date April 13, 1738. As this letter is
the only one, so far as known to the writer, excepting
the Price correspondence, which has come down to us,
wherein FraxkLIN makes mention of Freemasonry, it
is here reproduced in full:

“HoNORED FATHER: “Philadelphia, 13 Apl'll, 1738.

‘I have your favors of the 21st of March, in which you
both seem conserned lest I have imbibed some erroneous
120
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These letters were a source of considerable ‘worry
to FrankLIN, as the different entries in his Common-
place Book show. Thus, upon one page, we find:

““Unless she will believe me when I assure her thay they
are in general a very harmless sort of People; and have no

prineciples or Practices that are inconsistent with Religion
or good manners.’’

Upon another page we find:

““As to the Freemasons I know of no way of giving my
Mother a better Opinion of them than she seems to have, at
present (since it is not allowed that women should be ad-
mitted into that Secret Society). She has, I must confess,
on that account, some reason to be displeas’d with it, but
for any thing else, I must entreat her to suspend her Judg-
ment till she is better inform’d (and in the meantime exer-
cise her charity, as I do of the with regard to the Arians &
Arminians she seems so angry with, of whom I know as
little as she of the Freemasons, and have thereby.)”’

Facsimiles of these two entries are shown upon
pages 121 and 124.

From these various thoughts and memoranda jotted
down upon the pages of his blotter, Fraxnkuin finally
constructed the letter to his father, JostA® FRANKLIN,
sent under date April 13, 1738. As this letter is
the only one, so far as known to the writer, excepting
the Price correspondence, which has come down to us,
wherein I'RaNkLIN makes mention of Freemasonry, it
is here reproduced in full:

““HoNORED FATHER: ‘‘Philadelphia, 13 April, 1738.

““I have your favors of the 21st of March, in which you
both seem conserned lest I have imbibed some erroneous
120
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opinions. Doubtless I have my share; and when the natural
weakness and imperfection of human understanding is con-
sidered, the unavoidable influence of education, custom, books
and company upon our ways of thinking, I imagine a man
must have a good deal of vanity who believes and a good deal
of boldness who affirms, that all the doctrines he holds are true,
and all he rejects are false. And perhaps the same may be
justly said of every sect, church and society of men, when
they assume to themselves that infallibility which they deny
to the Pope and councils.

““I think opions should be judged of by their influences
and effects; and if a man holds none that tend to make him
less virtuous or more vicious, it may be concluded he holds
none that are dangerous; which I hope is the case with me.

“‘T am sorry you should have any uneasiness on my account;
and if it were a thing possible for one to alter his opinions to
please another, I know none whom I ought more willingly
to oblige in that respect than yourselves. But since it is no
more in a mans power to think than to look like another, me-
thinks all that should be expected of me is to keep my mind
open to conviction, to hear patiently and examine attentively
whatever is offered me for that end; and, if after all I
continue in the same errors, I believe your usual charity will
induce you to rather pity and excuse, than blame me. In the
meantime your care and concern for me is what I am very
thankful for.

‘““My mother grieves that one of her sons is an Arian,
another an Arminian. What an Arminian or an Arian is, I
cannot say that I very well know. The truth is that I make
such distinetions very little my study. I think vital religion
has always suffered when orthodoxy is more regarded than
virtue; and the scriptures assure me that at the last day we

shall not be examined what we thought but what we did;
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and our recommendation will not be what we said, Liord! Lord!
but that we did good to our fellow creatures. See Matt. XXV,

‘“ As to the freemasons, I know no way of giving my mother
a better aecount of them than she seems to have at present,
sinee it is not allowed that women should be admitted into
that secret soeiety. She has, I must eonfess, on that aceount
some reason to be displeased with it; but for anything else
I must entreat her to suspend her judgment until she is better
informed, unless she will believe me when I assure her that
they are in general a very harmless sort of people, and have
no prineiples or praetices that are inconsistent with religion
and good manners.

‘“We have had great rains here lately, whieh, with the
thawing of snow on the mountains baek of our country, have
made vast floods in our rivers, and, by earrying away bridges,
boats, &e., made traveling almost impractical for a week past,
so that our post has entirely missed making one trip.

““I hear nothing of Dr. Crook, nor can I learn any such
person has ever been here.

““I hope my sister Jenny’s child is by this time recovered.
I am your dutiful son. ““B. FRANEKLIN.”’

This letter was at once answered by both Fraxk-
Lix’s mother and father; again referring to his Com-
mon-place Book we find the following draft of letter
in reply :*7

‘“Hox~. FATHER,

““I reeeived your kind letter of the 4th of May in answer
to mine of April 13th. I wrote that of mine with design to
remove or lessen the uneasiness you and my Mother appear’d
to be under on account of my Principles, and it gave me great
Pleasure when she declar’d in her next to me that she ap-
proved of my Letter and was satisfy’d with me.”’

“ This letter has never been published.
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During this year, two other items of Masonic in-
terest were published by Fraxguin, both appearing
in the Pennsylvania Gazette, No. 480, February 15 to
21, 1737-8.  One relates to the Masonic lodge in New
York, the other one tells of a Masonie celebration in
(Charlestown, South (‘arolina, where Freemasonry had
been introdued as early as 1731 or 2, by DBrother
Turomas WaITEMARSH, a partner of I"'rankrLix and fel-
low member of St. John’s Lodge, who had gone to
Charleston, to set up a press and establish a branch
printing office.

On the following St. John the Baptist’s Day, June
24, 1738, Josepn SHIPPEN was chosen Provincial
Grand Master, and appointed Brother PurLip Syxa
Deputy; and Dr. Taomas Capwaraper and THoMAs
Boupne were chosen Grand Wardens, and it is so noted
by Fraxkrix in his Pennsylvania Gazette, No. 499,
June 29 to July 6, 1738.

During the next year, 1739, we find no notice of
the local Lodges. There are, however, two reprints
from London, one relating to the burning of a Free-
mason in Rome, the other to the appointment of Lorp
Ravymoxp as Grand Master. Nor is there any notice
of local import during the year 1740,

The faet of these omissions must not be taken
as any proof of decadence in Freemasonry or any
lack of interest in the Craft by Fraxxkrin. These
were troublesome times. There was a controversy in

the Assembly about an increase of a paper-money-
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issue. Then we have the outbreak of a war with
Spain, and political internal troubles, in all of which
FrangLIN was an active factor. As a matter of fact,
it was one of the most unhappy periods in the early
history of Philadelphia. Discontent, wars, rumors of
wars, pestilence, famine and distress among the poor,
and dissensions among the rich.

Before passing what may be called the gloomiest
period of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, Moderns,
it may be well to note the founding of the Charity
School in 1740, which it is claimed was the real origin
of the University of Pennsylvania. FravkLiN was in
this as well as the subsequent movement for higher
education, which materialized a decade later.

The original memorandum relative to the beginning
of the building, which stood on Fourth Street below
Arch Street, is in the Collection of the Historical So-
ciety of Pennsylvania. It is in the handwriting of
Brother Epmunp WooLry, and sets forth that in 1740
he drew the plans, and on June 14th staked out the
foundations of the house. This unique account is
here reproduced in facsimile. (See opposite page.)

This charitable movement to establish free schools
in the Province was strenuously opposed in some
quarters as it was held to be a mere scheme of the
Freemasons. One of the chief opponents was Caris-
TOPHER SAUER, the erratic Germantown printer, who
so bitterly objected to this school system, to further

arouse the German element against the scheme, beside
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the notices in his paper and almanae, writes to
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““The people who are promoters of the free schools are
Grand Masters and wardens among the Freemasons, their
very pillars.”’

What greater compliment than this could have been
given to the Freemasons of that day! The crotchety
(erman printer intended the above as a disparage-
ment; time has proven the contrary.

That the Grand Lodge, however, lived through this
trying period is shown by the fact that on June
25, 1741, the Brethren met in the regular manner,
and held an election for Grand Officers to serve dur-
ing the ensning Masonic year. This is noted by
Fraxkuin as follows:

‘“Yesterday, at a Grand Lodge of FREE and ACCEPTED
MASONS, held for the Provinee of Pennsylvania in the
Indian King, in this city, Mr. Philip Syng was chosen GRAND
MASTER for the year ensuing; Mr. Thomas Bounde
DEPUTY GRAND MASTER, and Mr. Lambert Emerson
and Dr. Thomas Bond Grand Wardens.’’

Franxkrin, who had entered public life in 1736, was
appointed Postmaster General in 1737, and between
his private business, official duties, bookstore, alma-
nack, private ventures, library, Union Fire Company,
associations, Junto, and last but not least, his Lodge,
could give but little attention to the minor particulars
of his newspaper, except an occasional editorial. The
management of the paper was left almost entirely
in the hands of his assistants, who were not Masons,

and had no interest in publishing the annual proceed-
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ings. This fact may possibly account for the lack of
local Masonic news in the Pennsylvania Gazette of
those years.

FraxkrLin, who sought entrance into public life, the
better to further his favoring fortunes, was chosen
clerk of the General Assembly in October, 1736. In
his Autobiography he makes no secret of the reasons
for wishing the office; he says:

‘‘Besides the pay for the immediate service as elerk, the
place gave me a better opportunity of keeping up an inter-
est among the Members, which secured to me the business of
printing the votes, laws, paper money and other oceasional
jobbs for the public, that on the whole were very profitable.”

After the scurrilous publications printed in Brap-
rorp’s American Weekly Mercury early in 1738, there
appear to be no references to the Craft, or items of
Masonic import in Franguin’s Pennsylvania Gazette,
except the three above noted. The last of these ap-
peared June 25, 1741, announcing the election of
Brother Syxe as Grand Master. During the next
eventful fourteen years no mention whatever is made
to the Craft either in the reading or advertising
columns.

That Fraxkviy, however, still maintained his in-
terest and prominence is shown by the following entry
in the Records of the First Lodge (St. John’s) in
Boston:472

* Proceedings of Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, 17331792, p.
390.
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““WEDNESDAY, MAY 25t 1743. Being Lodge Night the fol-
lowing Brethren Met.
““The Rt. Worship! Bro: H: Price M. pro:
Bro: Benj: Franklin of Phila. ete.”’

From the fact that no notice whatever was made
in public print of FraxkrLIN’s appointment as Provin-
cial Grand Master in 1749, or the succession of WiL-
riam Arpen to the same office in 1750, leads the
writer to conclude that this omission was by special
action of the Fraternity, who did not want publicity
given to their internal affairs under any conditions,
the members being notified by ¢‘Tickets’’ at the hands
of the Tyler, as appears by the minute book of the
Tun Tavern Lodge. This opinion is further strength-
ened by the fact that in the extended account of the
public dedication of Freemason Hall in 1755, not a
single participant is mentioned by name in the public
prints of the day.

How active a man Fraxkrixn was during this period
of his eventful life, is shown by the fact that, in addi-
tion to filling the position of Postmaster, clerk of the
Assembly and other duties, he was appointed and
served as a Justice of the Peace, and in

1741. together with James Parkrgr, established a
branch printing office in New York.

1742. invented the Franklin Open Stove.

1743. issued ‘‘Proposals for Promoting Useful Knowl-
edge Among the British Plantations in Amer-

ica’’ which resulted in the formation in the
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same vear of the American Philosophical So-
ciety, of which he became the Secretary.

1744. published an ‘‘Account of the mnewly invented
Pennsylvania Fireplaces.”’

1745. began his experiments in electricity.

1747. propounded his celebrated theory of electricity.

published ‘‘Plain Truth,”” in which he exhorted

his fellow citizens to bear arms in self de-
fense.

1748. was chosen a member of the Council of Phila-
delphia.

1749. was appointed Provincial Grand Master of Penn-
sylvania and retired from active bhusiness as
a printer.

On September 23, 1743, the Right Honorable Jonx
Wagrp, Grand Master of England, nominated TroMmas
Oxx~arp, Ksq., Provincial Grand Master of all North
America, who, on the tenth of July, 1749, appointed
Bexgamixn Fraxguix Provineial Grand Master of
Pennsylvania, with authority to appoint other Grand
Officers, hold a Grand Lodge, issue warrants, etc.

On the 5th of September, 1749, the first Grand
Lodge under this warrant was held at the house of
Brother Hexry Pratr, the ‘“Royal Standard,”” on
Market Street near Second, Grand Master Fraxkrix
having appointed

Dr. Tromas Boxp, Deputy Grand Master.

JosepH SHIPPEN, P. G. M., Senior Grand Warden.

PuiLrie Syxeg, P. G. M., Junior Grand Warden.

Wax. Prumsteap, P. G. M., Grand Treasurer.

Daxier ByrLes, Grand Secretary.
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It will be noted that all of Frankrix’s appoint-
ments, with a single exception, were members of old
St. John’s Lodge and the first Grand Lodge.

Among the important actions taken by this Grand
Lodge at their first regular meeting under this
warrant, was the granting of a warrant to Brother
James Porereen and others for a new Lodge to be
held in Philadelphia. This document was' signed by
“Wimuiam Lorp Byrox, Baron of Rochdale, in the
County of Lancaster G. M.”’

This Lodge, whose Lodge ledger® with a roll of
membership has fortunately come down to us, for a
time was known as the ‘“First’’ Lodge, as its charter
was the first granted under this new warrant, but as
a matter of fact St. John’s Lodge was number one.
““First’’ Lodge, however soon became number two,
while the Tun Tavern Lodge stood third upon the
roster of the Grand Lodge.

WiLriam Frankrin, natural son of Bexsamin, was
made in this Lodge and became an active member
thereof.

It was during this term as Provincial Grand Master
that Fraxkxrin published his ‘‘Proposals relating to
the Education of Youth in Pennsylvania’’ which led
to the formation of the College (afterwards the Uni-
versity) of Pennsylvania.

** This Ledger of Lodge No. 2 is now in the Library of the Grand
Lodge of Pennsylvania, Masonic Temple, Philadelphia; also one of
the aprons and sashes worn by the members.
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The Trustees of the new movement met on Monday,
November 13, 1749, for organization; among the
number were seven members of St. John’s Lodge, all
of whom had served as Grand Masters of the Pro-
vincial Grand Lodge; viz: WinLiam Avpex, Tmoomas
Boxp, Bexsamix Franknix, Tromas HorkINsox,
James IHamioton, Wirniam Prumsteap and Puiue
Syxg, of whom Provincial Grand Master Brother
Bexsamy FraxkLiy was elected as first president of
the Board of Trustees at that meeting.

That the Subordinate Lodges of Pennsylvania were
not dormant during this period, is shown by the fact
that there were three regular constituted Lodges work-
ing in Philadelphia at that time, beside one or more
clandestine ones, these facts being shown to us by the
minute book of the Tun Tavern Lodge which met at
the Tun Tavern on Water Street.

This book, the oldest American Masonic minute
book known, commences June 28, 1749 and ends June
27, 1755. A complete facsimile copy of this book is
now in our possession. It was, however, not the first
or earliest minute book of the lLodge, as the entries
upon the first page refer to work done at previous
meetings.

During the course of the year when the Brethren of
the Tun Tavern Lodge heard of the appointment of
Brother Fraxkuix as Provincial Grand Master, wish-

ing to be absolutely regular, at the meeting on
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August 29, 1749, the following motion was made
by Brother Mullen:

““That a petition be sent to Mr. Benjamin Franklin, Pro-
vincial Grand Master of Pennsylvania, to grant us a deputa-

tion under his sanetion.’’

The Worshipful Master, Brother Grirrix, there-
upon appointed Brothers Vipar, Corrre and MuLraN
to draw up the same, and to present it. (See page 135.)

The petition was doubtless presented and acted upon
at the meeting of the Grand Lodge in the following
September. No report from the Committee, however,
appears upon the minutes.

Frankuix’s term as Provincial Grand Master was
of short duration, as, at the Communication of the
Grand Lodge, held March 13, 1750, WiLLiam ALLEN,
Esq., then the Recorder of the City of Philadelphia,
presented to the Grand Lodge a commission direct
from the Grand Master of all England, appointing
him Provincial Grand Master, which was recognized,
and he appointed Bexsamin FraxkrLin Deputy Grand
Master, which position he retained even after his
departure for England in 1757 as the Agent of the
Assembly, to present a petition to Parliament and to
urge the rights of the Province.

In the minutes subsequently quoted, dated No-
vember 17, 1760, his name is entered ‘‘ Fraxkrin HEsq.
P. G. M. of Philadelphia.”” In England the appoint-

ment of Provincial Grand Master is vested in the
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Grand Master for the time being, and requires mo
confirmation by the Grand Lodge. This accounts for
the summary appointment of Wrirniam ALLEN by the
Grand Master.

While Frankrin was Deputy Grand Master, he was
re-elected to the Assembly of Pennsylvania in 1750,
for the fourteenth time. In 1751, he promoted the
founding of the Pennsylvania Hospital, serving as
clerk and subsequently as president of its Board of
Managers.

In April, 1752, he aided in establishing the first
company in America for insuring against loss by
fire—the Philadelphia Contributorship for the In-
surance of Houses from Loss by Fire. It was in
June of this year, that FrankvLix made his celebrated
kite experiments and discharged electricity from the
clouds. In 1753, he recommended that pointed rods
be placed on buildings to prevent their being struck
by lightning.

In 1754, at Albany, Fraxkuix presented his cele-
brated plan for the union of all colonies under one
government.

It will be seen—though it may only be a strange
coincidence—that all of the many useful institutions
which Frankrin originated or was instrumental in
promoting, date within the periods in which he held
an exalted Masonic office.

Referring once again to the old minute book of

Tun Tavern Lodge we find that ‘At the lodge held
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October 11, 1752,”” WiLLiam FraNKLIN 1S present as
a visitor.

At the next regular meeting, October 25, 1752, the
name of FraNkrLIN again appears among the list of
visitors, but unfortunately fails to state whether it
was father or son. The name of Brother Epmuxp
WooLLey, who did the carpenter work on Independ-
ence Hall, and built the steeple in 1741, and hung
the bell that proclaimed liberty throughout the land,
also appears among the visitors of the old Tun Tavern
Lodge.

Two years later Fraxkrin, while on a visit to the
city of his birth, attended the Grand Lodge of Massa-
chusetts; viz:

‘“At the Quarterly Communication of October 11, 1754, at
Concert Hall, Benjamin Franklin was present, and his name
is recorded in full at the head of the list of visitors (to Saint
John’s Grand Lodge) on that oceasion. This shows the
steem in which the Massachusetts Brethren held our Pro-

vineial Grand Master, also that he attended the Boston Lodge
whenever opportunity offered.’’ 4°

The meeting place of the Grand Lodge of Pennsyl-
vania remained at the ‘‘Royal Standard’’ for some
vears, when the membership increasing it was pro-
posed, early in the year 1752, by some Brethren, after
ample deliberation, that it would be to the interest of
Freemasonry to have a building exclusively for Ma-
sonic purposes. This resulted in the selection of a

® Proceedings of Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, 1871, p. 361.
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site on the south side of Norris (Lodge) Alley, now
Sansom Street, 89 feet 9 inches west of Second
Street having a depth of 60 feet and a width of
42 feet.

At the meeting, held March 12th, 1752, a com-
mittee was appointed for building the ‘‘Lodge’’;
this committee consisted of the following Brethren:
Taomas Bonp, P. G. M., WiLLiam Prumstep, P. G. M.,
Joun Warrace, Ricmarp Hinr, Epwarp SHIPPEN,
JouN Swirr, WiLLiam Fravkrin, SaMverL MIFFLIN
and DaNIEL RoBERDEAU.

A subscription list was also circulated with a
gratifying result. The original document has been
preserved and is now in our Grand Lodge Library.
It is dated March 13, 1754, eight of the contributors
being early members of First or St. John’s Lodge.

On April 25 of the year (1754), died TaomAs
Ox~arp, of Boston, who, as Grand Master of North
America, had appointed Fraxkruin Provincial Grand
Master of Pennsylvania in July, 1749.

FrangLin published following obituary notice:

(From the Pennsylvania Gazette, No. 1333. July 11, 1754.)

“BOSTON, July 1.
““On Tuesday last departed this Life, after a lingering
Sickness, in the Fifty-first Year of his Age, the Right Wor-
shipful THOMAS OXNARD, Esq., Grand Master of the
Ancient and Honourable Society of Free and Accepted Ma-
sons in North America: A Gentleman whose Loss is not only

deplored by the Fraternity, over which for eleven Years he
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presided, but by all those who had enjoyed the Pleasure
of his Acquaintance. He was an experienced Merchant, an
upright Dealer, an affeetionate Husband, a tender Father,
a sincere Friend, a kind Master. He was free from Bigotry
and Enthusiasm, and his Religion, on the Duties of which
he constantly attended, was truly Catholick. The news of
his approaching Death was received by him with Composure
and Resignation; he set his House in Order, and, in Expecta-
tion of a better Life, he bore the last Agonies of this with a
most Christian Fortitude. Reader, wouldst thou shine in
these amiable Virtues, imitate him.

‘““His Corps was attended to the Grave last Friday by a
numerous Train of Relations, of Free and Aceepted Masons,
Friends and Acquaintances. The Free and Accepted Masons
dressed in black, and cloath’d with white Aprons and Gloves,
walk’d before in a Procession of two, with the Grand Master’s
Jewel, usually worn by him, pendant from the Ribbon, on a
tassel’d black Velvet Cushion, carried next to the Corps.
Immediately before the Cushion walk’d the Deputy Grand
Master, with the Grand Wardens, the past Grand Officers, and
other Officers of the Grand Lodge, the Masters, Wardens and
Officers of the other Lodges in Town in their Order: All
the Masters and Wardens with their Jewels pendant upon
black Ribbons. After the Interment, the Fraternity walked
before the Relations, and return’d with them to the Man-
sion House of the Deceased, where they took their leave. The
whole Attendance was conducted thro’ a vast Number of
Spectators with great Order and Decency.’’

The plan for a Masonic building in which all the
City Lodges should meet was not approved by all of
the Lodges. The plan originated with the Grand

Lodge and First (St. John’s) Lodge, and was evi-
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dently endorsed by one of the two remaining Lodges,
but was strenuously opposed by the Tun Tavern
Lodge, the members of which clung with tenacity to
their old meeting place, so redolent with good cheer
and associations. Thus among the list of subscribers
we fail to find the name of a single member of this
Lodge.

Referring once again to the old Lodge book, we find
following minutes:

““At a Lodge held ye 27th Decem® 1754 being the Anni-
versary of St. John the Evangelist:—

“The Question being put whether, or not this Lodge shall
be removed to ye New Lodge lately erected.

‘‘Ballotted for pass? in ye Negative.”’

Six months later, however, at the very last moment
better counsel seemed to prevail as is shown by what
proved to be the next to the last entry in the book.

‘“At a Lodge held ye 24th June 1755 at six o’clock in ye
morning.

““The Lodge opened and choose all the old officers for ye
Ensuing Six Mo®* and adjourned to the Lodge Hall in order
to join the procession appointed for this day.”’

Fourteen years had now elapsed almost to a day,
since the last Masonic announcement appeared in
FrangLiN’s Pennsylvania Gazette. At last in his
issue of June 20, 1755, the long silence was broken

for an extraordinary occasion:
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““By Order of the GRAND MASTER >

“THE Grand Annual Feast and general Communication of
the FREE and ACCEPTED MASONS, is to be holden in
Philadelphia, on Tuesday the Twenty-fourth of June, instant,
being St. JOHN the Baptist’s Day. All BROTHERS are
desired to provide themselves with Tiekets (as none can be
admitted without them) and to meet that Day, by Eight
0’Clock in the Morning preeisely at the Lodge-Room, in
order to attend the Grand Master and his Officers to Chureh,
where a sermon is to be preached by a Reverend Brother;
whenee they are to return in Proeession, to the Lodge-Room,
where a deeent and suitable Entertainment will be provided.

““No Tiekets to be given out after Twelve a Cloek on Mon-
day next, till whieh time they may be had of

“WILLIAM MOORE, )
“JOHN SWIFT,
“EMANUEL ROUSE,
“June 20, A.M. 5755, ‘‘JACOB WINEY,
“WALTER SHEA,
“HUGH DONALSON.

Tuesday, June 24, 1755, St. John the Baptist’s Day,
was destined to be the greatest gala day in the

rStewards.’’

history of Pennsylvania Freemasonry in (olonial
times. This was the day set for the dedication of the
new Freemasons’ ‘‘Lodge,”’ the first Masonic build-
ing in America, the title of which was vested in the
three Lodges. At the same time this was the first

* The Pennsylvania Gazette, No. 1382, June 20, 1755 (p. 2).
From the wording of this advertisement it would appear that the
annunal gathering and feast was not an unusual event, but rather one
of annual re-oceurrence.

141



1706—The Jranklin Bi=centenary—1906

Grand Anpniversary and General Communication of
Free and Accepted Masons held in the Lodge room
in Philadelphia, where the Grand Lodge and the three
regular Subordinate Lodges met together at one time;
no less than one hundred and thirty Brethren were
present upon this festive occasion, at which BENnyaMiN

FrankLIN was a prominent factor.

On Tuesday, June 24, 1755, as the old record states
‘“‘being the Grand Anniversary or Feast of ST. JOHN the
Baptist, the Brethren of that most ancient and worshipful
Society, the FREE and ACCEPTED MASONS, went in a
regular Procession from the Lodge Room to attend Divine
Service at Christ Church, in this eity. The Order in which
they proceeded, was as follows:

I. The Sword Bearer, carrying a drawn sword.
I1. Six Stewards with white rods.
Bro. William Moore *
‘¢ John Swift
Emanuel Rouse

} First Lodge.

Lodge.
Jacob Viney }Second odge

‘¢ Walter Shea
‘“ Hugh Donaldson
walking two and two.

III. The Grand Secretary William Franklin, who bore a
crimson damask cushion, on which was laid an

}Tun Tavern Lodge.

open Bible.

The Grand Treasurer William Plumsted, Esq., also
with a erimson damask ecushion upon which was
the Book of Constitutions.

IV. Grand Chaplain Rev. William Smith.
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VII.

VIIL

““The
all new
and the
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The Grand Master William Allen, Esq., supported by
Bros. Hon. Robert Hunter Morris, Esq. and James
Hamilton, two Brethren of Rank and Distinction.

The Deputy Grand Master Benjamin Franklin Esq.,
supported in like manner by Bros. Dr. Thomas
Cadwalader Esq. and Thomas Boude.

The two Grand Wardens.

Dr. Thomas Bond, Senior Grand Warden.

< (43

Joseph Shippen, Junior

His Excellency John Tinker, Esq., Governor of
Providence.

John Penn, Esq.

. Three Tylers—Carrying Columnes of the three orders

—Dorie, Ionie and Corinthian.

The Three Worshipful Masters of the three regular
lodges in this city.

. The two Wardens of the first lodge.

(X3 X3 X3 (X3 X3

second ‘¢
(43 (X3 (X3 (X3 (X3 third (%3

. The three Seecretaries of the three Lodges.

X3 X3 X3 [ 43 [

Treasurers

. The visiting brethren walking two and two.

. The Members of the First, Second and Third Lodges,

two and two.

. Six Stewards, with their Rods, two and two.

. The Grand Master’s, Governor Morris’s, Governor

Tinker’s and others of the Brethren Coaches and
Chariots, empty.

whole Number of Masons amounted to 127, who being
cloathed with Aprons, white Gloves and Stockings,

Officers in the proper Cloathing and Jewels of their
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respective Lodges, with their other Badges of Dignity, made
a handsome and genteel Appearance.

‘“When the Procession came into Market Street, both in
going to, and coming from the Chureh, they were saluted by
a Discharge of Nine Cannon from a Brother’s Vessel, hand-
somely ornamented with Colours, which lay opposite the said
Street, for that Purpose.

“‘The Procession enter’d the Church in the Order of their
March, and the Brethren seated themselves in the Pews of the
middle Isle, which were purposely kept empty for them. After
which Prayers were read by the Rector, the Rev. Dr. Jenney,
and a most excellent and well adapted Sermon was preached
by our reverend and worthy Brother WILLIAM SMITH
AM. The Words of the Text were, Love the Brotherhood,
fear God, honour the King, 1. Pet. ii. 17. And the Scope of
the Discourse was to Shew that the Observance of these three
Grand Duties is not only the Foundation of the ancient So-
ciety of Free Masons, but of Societies of every Kind. The
Preacher therefore first deduced the Obligation to these
Duties in a clear and philosophical manner, from undeniable
Principles. He then added many engaging Motives to a
correspondent Practice, and concluded with an earnest and
pathetick Exhortation, first to the Audience in general, and
then to the Fraternity of Masons in particular, to consider
that in our present critical Situation, our Success and future
Glory, as a People, depend on our Regard to Religion, Unanim-
ity among ourselves, and a firm Attachment to our eivil
Privileges, and to our gracious King, who is the just Guardian
of them.—Both before and after Sermon, Psalms were sung
suitable to the Oceasion.

‘¢ After Divine Service was over, the Procession returned in
the same Order to the Lodge Room to Dinner; the musical

Bells belonging to the Church, and the Band of Musick before
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them, at the same time playing the Tune of the Enfer’d
Apprentice’s Song. The whole ceremony was condueted with
the utmost Decorum and Solemnity, and, as we hear, afforded
great Satisfaetion to the Inhabitants in general.

““After Dinner, the following Toasts were drank in the
Masonic Manner, under repeated Diseharges of Cannon,
planted in the Square adjoining the Lodge Room.

““1. The KING and the CRAFT.

‘2. The GRAND MASTER of England.

‘3. Our Brother FRANCIS, Emperor of Germany.

“4. The GRAND MASTER of Pennsylvania.

““5. Our Brother, His Honour the Governor of Pennsyl-
vania.

““6. Our Brother, His Excellency John Tinker, Esq., Gov-
ernor of Providence, returning him Thanks for this his kind
Visit.

“7. The GRAND MASTER of Scotland.

“8. The GRAND MASTER of Ireland.

““9. The Several Provincial GRAND MASTERS of North
America and the West India Islands.

¢10. All charitable Masons.

““11. AU itrue and faithful Masons, wheresocver dispersed
or distressed, throughout the Globe.

‘“12. The Arts and Sciences.

““13. General BRADDOCK, and Success to His Majesty’s
Forces.

‘“14. Prosperity to Pennsylvania, and a Happy Union to
His Majesty’s Colonies.

““The greatest Order and Regularity was observed, Chear-
fulness, Harmony, and good Fellowship abounded, during the
whole Time of Meeting; and at Five a Clock in the Afternoon,
the Grand Master having elosed the Lodge, the Brethren re-

turn’d to their respective Homes.
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““N. B. Before the Lodge was closed, the Grand Master,
at the Desire, and in the Name and Behalf of the Grand Lodge,
and the Masters and Brethren of the three regular Lodges,
offered the following resolution, which was unanimously agreed
to :—

‘“Agreed :

““That the thanks of this General Communication be given
to our Reverend Brother, Mr. William Smith, for his Sermon,
preached this day, before the Fraternity of Free and Ac-
cepted Masons in this city, and that he be requested to give a
copy of the same for the Press.

““William Franklin, Grand Secretary.’’
It was further requested that a copy of this sermon
might be immediately sent to the press; that this
request was complied with by Brother Smirs, and no
time was lost by the printer, is shown by the adver-
tisement which appeared in the Pennsylvania Gazette
for the following week:

Just published, and sold at the New-Printing Office, in Market
street,

(Price Nine-pence.)

A SERMON, preached in CHRIST CHURCH,
PHILADELPHIA; before the Provincial GRAND
MASTER, and GENERAL Communication of
FREE and ACCEPTED MASONS. On Tuesday
the 24th of June, >1755, being the Grand Anniversary
of St. JOIIN, the Baptist.

We know, where Faith, Law, Morals, all began,
All end,—in Love of God, and Love of Man. POPE.

By WILLIAM SMITH, M. A. Provost of the College

and Academy of Philadelphia.
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(From the Pennsylvania Gazette. No. 1384, July 3, 1755, p. 3.)

The book was an octavo of 24 pages. The title
was as set forth in the advertisement, with the addi-

tion of the imprint—

|Philadelphia :|
Printed and sold by B. Franklin, and D. Hall, 1755

It was dedicated by the author:

““To the Right Worshipful. | the Provineial Grand Mas-
ter Deputy Grand Master, | Grand Wardens, | and | Members
of the Grand Lodge, | and to the Masters, Wardens and
Members | of the | Three Regular Lodges | of | Free and
Accepted Masons, | in Philadelphia, | this Sermon, | preached
and published at their request, is | dedieated, | by | their faith-
ful brother and | most affectionate humble servant, | William
Smith.”’

The following extract from the diary of DaxIEL
Fisuer, who was then serving as a clerk in Fraxk-
LiN’s printing office gives an interesting description of

that gala day:

“From June 16 to July 10:1755, employed generally in
writing or sorting Papers at the Printing Office, I should
observe that on St. John the Baptist Day (June 24) there was
the Greatest Procession of Free Masons to the Chureh and
their Lodge, in Second Street that was ever seen in America.
No less than 160 being in the Procession in Gloves. Aprons,
ete., attended by a band of Musie. Mr. Allin, the Grand
Master, honoring them with his company, as did the Deputy
Grand Master, Mr. Benjamin Franklin and his Son, Mr.
William Franklin, who walked as the next Chief Officer. A

Sword Bearer with a Naked Sword drawn headed the Pro-
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cession. They dined together elegantly, as it is said at their
hall upon Turtle, ete.’" "

The success of the Fraternity, and renewed activity
incident to the completion and dedication of Free-
masons’ Hall, again excited the ire of the anti-Masonic
element of the day; this broke out in open attacks in
different quarters, among others was our old Ger-
man opponent, CurisTopHER SAUER the Germantown
printer, who to absolutely crush the KFreemasons, as
he imagined, published in his German Almanac for
1755, what he alleged was a complete exposé of the
secrets of the Fraternity. This was printed in the
colloquial style of the period, and was clearly an
emanation of his erratic brain. That SAuEer’s opposi-
tion did not have the desired effect, is shown by the
names of German Brethren both clerical and secular
upon the roster of the Tun Tavern Lodge.

The story of Freemasons’ Hall in Philadelphia, the
first building in the world to be erected and dedicated
to the uses of Freemasonry, is an interesting one, as
it had an eventful history. It was a three story brick
building, on the south side of Lodge Alley, now
Sansom Street, west of Second Street, having a front
of 42 feet and a depth of 60 feet. The original sub-
seription list for this Hall is still in existence, and
may be seen in the Library of the Grand Lodge of
Pennsylvania; a reduced facsimile is here reproduced.
It is dated Philadelphia, March 13, 1754, and recites

that the movement was inaugurated on the 12th day of
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Mareh, 1752, by ‘‘the Grand and first Lodges.”’
Among the subseribers’ names are those of Brothers

Past Grand Master Bexsaminy Frankux, Grand See-
retary WiLLiam IPraxkwpin, Past Senior Grand War-
den Twoyas Boupg, Past Grand Master James Hamir-
ToN, Past Grand Master WirLiam Prumsteap, Joux
Swirt, DaxieL RoserpeEavu, Epwarp Saippex and WiL-
Liam Moore. The title was vested in the Trustees of
the three Lodges at that timme meeting in Philadelphia.

The last printed Masonie record relating to this
Hall appeared in the Pennsylvania Journal, Thurs-
day, June 19, 1760, No. 915, page 3:

‘“The members of the Antient and Honorable Soeiety of
FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS belonging to the regular
Constituted Lodge No. 3, (ealled the Tun Lodge) are desired
to meet, on Tuesday, the 24th Instant, at 12 o’cloek, at the
Lodge, to nominate Officers, pursuant to their Bye-Laws,
and Commemorate and Celebrate the Anniversary of their
pious Yatron, Saint John the Baptist. “John Reily,

‘“Seery.”’

The banqueting room of this Hall was frequently
used for public purposes. It was styled the ‘‘As-
sembly Room,’’ and here the fashionable dancing as-
semblies of the City were held. These were man-
aged by the élite of soeiety, and no one was permitted
to subseribe unless he or she was‘‘highly respectable.”’
In February, 1767, a schoolmaster named GARNER
gave a charity concert there. In November, 1770,

Signor Guarpo notified the publie, that ‘‘immediately
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after the races, on December 27, he would give a
Vocal and Instrumental Concert at the Masons’ Lodge,
Room.”” In the year 1777, the Freemasons’ Lodge was
used as a prison for a number of Quakers suspected of
disloyalty to the Colonies in their contest with Great
Britain. Twenty-one Quakers were there imprisoned
from August 29 to September 10, 1777. At that time it
was still publicly known as the ‘‘ Masons’ Lodge.”” The
last official Masonic meeting in the old Hall, was a meet-
ing of the subscribers held Monday evening, February
25, 1782, to consider the final disposition of the Hall
and of its affairs. The end came in 1785, when
Brothers Epwarp SuaippeEx and Joux Swirr, the sur-
viving Trustees, were, by Act of Assembly passed
September 5, 1785, empowered to sell the building
and lot.%°2  One-third of the proceeds of sale belonged
to the ‘‘First Lodge,”’ and the remaining two-thirds
to various individual Freemasons. The sum realized
for the ‘““First Lodge’’ was £500. This, in 1793, was
made over to the ‘‘City Corporation,’’ to form a fund
for the purchase of fuel for the poor. Thus passed
away the last monument of the existence of ‘‘ Modern”’
Masonry in Pennsylvania, which, faithful to the in-
stinets of Freemasonry, in death as in life honored
the corner-stone of the Craft—Heaven-born charity.
It is not known to just what uses the building was
put after it was sold by the Trustees, until it was

2 2 Dallas’s Laws, p. 333. Recorded in Law Book II, p. 552.
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finally demolished in 1799, when the Bank of Penn-
svlvania was built on the lot bounded by Second,
Sansom, Dock and Moravian Streets, which in turn
was torn down in 1867, and is now replaced by the
United States Appraisers’ Stores.

Shortly after the great Masonic Celebration, inei-
dent to the dedication of Freemasons Hall, in 1755,
Fraxkriy was appointed ('olonel of an emergency
regiment of foot, raised in Philadelphia.

In the following year, 1756, he was appointed by the
Governor Military Commissioner, with full power to
dismiss and appoint military officers, for Northampton
(C'ounty, Pennsylvania. The same year he also intro-
duced street paving, cleaning and lighting into Phila-
delphia.

Yet notwithstanding all of his diverse and multi-
tudinbus duties, Dr. MEeask, who evidently had access
to documents and material now lost to us, tells us in
his ‘‘Picture of Philadelphia’ in 1811:

‘“As far as the minutes of the Grand Lodge go, Dr. Frank-

line was never absent from a meeting.’’

As before stated, F'rankriy in 1757 went to Eng-
land in the interests of the Assembly.

From a letter found among the FraxkLiN papers
in the American Philosophical Society, it would ap-
pear that Fraxkrix was still continued in his position
as Deputy Grand Master while abroad, or resumed the

office immediately upon his return in 1762. The letter
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from which the following excerpt is taken was written
to F'raNkLIN by Brother VaLexTz while in Paris; it is
dated July 26, 1777. It further shows that even there
at that late day Fraxgrrin was looked upon as a
Grand Master of Pennsylvania. An additional matter
of great importance is that this letter gives us the
roster of officers of Lodge No. 2, of Philadelphia, for
1762:

““‘Liooking upon you not only as a chief person of our Re-
publican States, but also as Chief of a Certain Respectable
order, to which I have the honor of belonging ever since the
year 1762. I am a member, sir, of St. John’s Lodge No. 2 in
Philadelphia having been raised to the Degree of Master under
the Adm: of Wm. Shute, Mr. Emanuel Rouse P:M: John
Williams S:W: Robt Carson J:W: Wm. Ghislin Treasurer
and Jas. Johnstone Secy: (men which you undoubtedly all
know) so that now you have an opportunity of not only saving
a man from Destruetion in a strange land, which differs from
us both in Politick & Religion, but sending back perhaps a
useful member to our community whom upon closer Inspee-
tion you will find not altogether unworthy perhaps of your
Favorable attention,’’ ete., ete.

Frankuin returned to Philadelphia in August, 1762.
His stay in our midst however was but a short one,
as in November, 1764, he was again sent to England
to look after the interests of the Province. This
time he remained abroad until May 5, 1775.

It is not known to just what extent FrRaNKLIN
affiliated with any of the English or German Masonic
bodies while abroad. The writer has been unable,
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after a long and patient search, to find any official
record or doecuments bearing upon this subject, except
the following entry, referred to above, in the minute
book of the Grand Lodge of England, wherein it
states, under date of November 17, 1760:

““‘Grand Lodge, at the Crown & Aunehor tavern in the Strand
Present:
Franklyn, Esq. provincial grand master of Phila-

delphia.
Franklyn, Esq. provincial grand seccrctary of Phila-
delphia.”’

It is but natural to be supposed that having served
as Provineial Grand Master under the jurisdiction of
the Grand Lodge of England, that there would be
some affiliation with the local Craft during his so-
Journ in the parent Jurisdiction.

For some reason, FrankrLix in his writings and cor-
respondence is singularly silent upon the subject of
Freemasonry, the only exceptions known to the writer
being the Price letters of 1734, and the letter to his
father before quoted.

There is not a word of mention about his Masonic
life to be found in his Autobiography, or in any of
his other letters that have come down to us; almost
every other subject is touched upon in his voluminous
correspondenee except such as relate to the Craft.

In October, 1776, FraxkLIN again started for Ku-
rope, this time for France as a Commissioner of the

Continental Congress. In December, FraxkrLin ar-
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rived in France; he was then in his seventieth year;
shortly after which commences his remarkable Ma-
sonic career in France.

An interesting incident is told by Jomx Jay, which
powerfully impressed many minds, and is supposed
to have been one of the chief agencies in the selec-
tion of F'raxkuin in his old age, as Minister to France,
he at that time still being the most prominent and
venerable Freemason in the Colonies. The story is
that an old gentleman arrived in Philadelphia shortly
after Frangnix’s return from abroad in 1775, and
offered to the Congress, then in session, in good
Parisian English, the assistance of the King of
France, in stores, ammunition and money. Being
asked his name, credentials and other ambassadorial
baggage, he drew his hand across his throat and said
politely, but positively, ‘‘Gentlemen, I shall take care
of my head.”” He disappeared the next day from
Philadelphia, and took such good care of his head that
the keenest-scented annalists have never discovered
a trace of him.

FrankLin arrived in Paris in November, 1776, and
before many months we find him affiliated with one
of the most important Masonic Lodges under the
Grand Orient of France. Many of FrankLix’s
French Masonic notices and invitations have been pre-
served, and are now in the Collection of the American
Philosophical Society, and several in that of the Uni-

versity of Pennsylvania. From these we find that
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Fraxkrix was elected a member of the Lodge of the
Nine Sisters or Muses (Loge des IX Soeurs) in
1777 or 1778.

According to Kross’s ‘“‘History of Freemasonry in
France,”’ the historian being the CrEevaLier pE CuBik
rEs, and an eye-witness of the event:

““On February Tth, 1778, the Lodge of the ‘Nine Sisters’
enjoyed the distinetion of initiating the Philosopher Voltaire.
The sponsor was the Abbe Cordier de Saint Firmin. After
the ballot had been taken, Voltaire entered the Lodge sup-
ported on one side by Benjamin Franklin, on the other by
Count de Gebelin. The usual lengthy forms were omitted,
the tests being all moral ones,’’ ete., ete.

» November 28 1778, Frankuix officiated at a Lodge
of Sorrow, held in memory of Brother Vorraire. This
was held under the auspices of the Lodge of Nine
Sisters (1. e. the Muses), and FrankLIN is represented
as laying a wreath upon the cenotaph on behalf of
the Brethren:

In one of the letters in the University Collection
it is stated:

‘“‘La Dixmerie and others of the Lodge of Nine Sisters, on
the 10th of 11lmonth in the year of true light 5779 as a com-
mittee, of the Lodge of Nine Sisters urge Franklin in the
strongest terms to be present at their publie fete to be held on
the 29th of the month. Nothing else could give the meeting
sueh eelat.”’

In the year 1782, Fraxkuin served as ¢‘ Venerable”’

(Worshipful Master) of the Lodge.
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TABLEAU
DES OFFICIERS ELUS PAR LA R.., L.-
DES COMMANDEURS DU TEMPLE,

A L'O..

DE CARCASsS

ONNE,

Pour diriger fes Travaux depuis le 24 jour du 4¢ mois de lan de
G.:. L. 5785, jufqua pareil jour de lan §786.

N.. DE FAMILLE.

QUAL:.. CIVILES.

QUAL:. MAGONIQUES,

|F.., L8 DocrtBur Fran-
KLIN ,

F.. Dg VaLeT1E,
F... Astoin,

F.. L'Aps¢ MEsric DE
Rigux,

F..Nicoras-Arex1s Rk |

DB GALLITZIN,
F.', SArran
F.. Cazes,
F.. Vipar pE S™-MarTIAL,

F.. Gourc,
F.. Davip pe Larareore,

F.. Resovirn ,

F.. Davip pe LaraicoLe,
F.. Bover,

F.. Tuorox,

F.. Gourc pE Moure,
F.. ReiBELL,

F.:. L’Ases Gourc,

F.. De NorManp,

menistie flinss™ {

agbpikadeer des Etats-Uniy de I'A-
mérique ,

Confeiller du Roi, Magifirat en la
Sénéchauflée & Sicge Prclidial de

« Carcaflonne ,

Avocat au Parlemen,

Pricur de Notre-Dame de Roumanou,
Avocat au Parlemment ,

! ﬂ;c}.zz.a Delbussce

Receveur du Canal de Languedoc,
au Port de Foucaud,

Avocat au Parlement,

Avocat au Parlement ,

Procureur au Sénéchal & Siége Prifi-
dial de Carcaflonne , ¢

Confeiller du Roi, fon Lieutenant-
Particulier au Sénéchal & Siége Pré.
fidial de Carcaflonne ;

Dofteur de 1a Faculié de Médecine,

Ne’go&iim o

Procureur au Sénéchal & Sicge Pré-
fidial de Carcaflonne,

Négociant ,

»
Kansk €l ()u /%.
aw.Senecbal A "t,u/'r" L
InfpeQeur des Fourrages du Roi,

Pricar” de Nctre-Dame de Salfigne ,
Avocat au Parlemcnt,

et

Vencrable d'honrrur.

Virdrable

Premiee Surveillane,

Sceond Survallant.

Ex-Pinirable dhonneur.

Ex-Maitre.
Oratrur.
Secréiaire.

Teiforisr.

Premier Expurs,

Premirr Maure de Cicemonies,

Seand Maure de Cliimenits,
Maitre & HOel,

Stcond Bxprere,

Carde &t Secaux , Timbres & Ar

chives,

Archiselle & Verificatenr da ls Caiffe.

Vifitcur dev Malsdes & -Eléémofinaire.

! Cousgeur.
Bl .

Vv par Novus, F- (/Q_Z/@ﬂ/fﬂ“//— Orakss

List oF OFFICERS ELECTED BY THE ROYAL LODGE OF THE COMMANDERS
OoF THE TEMPLE, FOR THE ORIENT OF CARCASSONE, to direct the labors
from the 24th day of the fourth month of the year of G... L.. 5785 to
the same day of the year 57S6.
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In the same year we find him a member of the
Order of St. John of Jerusalem. This was one of the
so-called higher Degrees.

April 24th, 1785, FraxkuiNy succeeds the Prince
Gavrrzin  as Eminent Commander or ‘‘Venerable
d’honneur.”” Both of the above certificates, signed
and sealed, are in the Philosophical Society’s Col-
lection.

In 1785, Fraxnkrixn was elected an honorary mem-
ber of Lodge of Good Friends at Rouen (Loge
des Bone Amis). He accepted the honor and con-
templated meeting the Brethren in the Lodge at
Rouen. In a letter preserved in the University Collee-
tion dated May 18, 1785, the officers of the Lodge
express their gratification at FrankrLiN’s consenting
to become a member. This letter is also signed by
the officers, with the seal of the Lodge attached.

Several medals were struck abroad in honor of
Frankrin’s Masonic career, specimens of which are
now exceedingly scarce and seldom met with. Two of
such medals are known to the writer: one is in the
Grand Lodge Library at Philadelphia, engraved by
BerNier; it has upon the obverse the bust of Frank-
Lin turned to the left and the inseription:

‘“‘Benj. Franklin Minist. Plen*. Des Etats Unis de I’ Amerig.
Sept. MDCCLXXXTIIL.”
(Benjamin Franklin Minister Plenipotentiary from the
United States of North America. 1783.)
On the reverse is a temple of the Muses, with nine
female figures and the inseription:
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““De Leurs Travaux naitra Leur Gloire des neuf Soeurs.’’
(From out of their labors will arise the glory of the Nine
Sisters.)

The other specimen is at Rostoek, Germany, belong-
ing to the Grand Lodge of Mecklenburg, and bears
the inseription:

“‘Les Mae.. Frane.. a Franklin M., De La L.. Des 9
Soeurs O.". De Paris 5779.”’

(The Freemasons to Franklin Master-Mason of the Lodge
of the Nine Sisters Orient of Paris, 5779.)

FrangrLixy returned to Philadelphia in 1785, land-
ing September 14th; on the next day he received a
econgratulatory address from the Pennsylvania As-
sembly. October 17th, he qualified as a councillor of
the City, and on the 18th, was eleeted President of
the Council. Oetober 26th, he was chosen President
of Pennsylvania.

When Fraxkuiy, ardent Freemason that he was,
retirned to his native city in 1785, he found that
great changes had taken place in this Masonie Juris-
diction during his absence. The Grand lLodge and
its Subordinate Lodges, with which he had been so
closely associated almost from the very introduetion
of Freemasonry in the Western World, had ceased to
exist, through a train of events over which he had
no control. A new Grand Lodge ‘‘of the Provinee of
Pennsylvania and the Territories Thereunto Belong-

ing’’ had taken the place of the old one. A new and
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younger generation was in control of the Masonic
field of the now sovereign State of Pennsylvania, and
had become a powerful factor in our community.
And at the very time when Fraxkuix landed, they
were taking steps to declare themselves a Sovereign
Grand Lodge, severing all bonds that connected them
with the Grand Lodge of England; a movement which
was consummated just twelve months later, when the
governing body became the present ‘‘Grand Lodge of
Pennsylvania and Masonic Jurisdiction Thereunto
Belonging.”’

Thus Frankuin, in his old age, became virtually,
so far as we know, owing to the lack of documentary
evidence, an unaffiliated Mason in his own Jurisdic-
tion, and it does not appear upon our present records
that he ever had any active official connection with our
present Grand Lodge. Although the Brethren be-
longing to this Grand Lodge were ‘‘ Ancients,’’ they
were very earnest in their efforts to have what was
left of the ‘‘Moderns’’ to unite with them as many
did. Overtures to that effect were undoubtedly made
to Frankuixn at the time, but probably deelined on
account of his age, physical aliments and onerous
public duties.

For the purpose of bringing all Freemasons together
and uniting them under one jurisdiction whether they
were ‘‘Ancients’’ or ‘‘Moderns,”” a procession and
feast was projected by the R. W. Grand Lodge for

St. John the Evangelist’s Day, December 27, 1786.
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The Cclebration

At the communication of the Grand Lodge, held
December 2, 1786, it was ‘“Ordered, That as soon as
the Committee have finally fixed on the place where
the sermon is to be preached, they are hereby required
to frame an advertisement, which is to be inserted
in the different newspapers, inviting all free and
accepted Masons to attend the procession.’’®!

Pursuant to the above resolution, the following ad-
vertisement was inserted in the local newspapers. It
will be noticed that this was a general invitation, to
affiliates as well as non-affiliates, no distinction being
made between ‘“Ancients’’ and ‘‘Moderns.”’

PrivapeLpHis, December 8, 1786.

ALL FREE and ACCEPTED MASONS are partieularly
requested to meet on Wednesday the 27th instant, (being the
Anniversary of St. John the Evangelist) at Mr. Duplissi’s
Long-Room, in Church-alley, preeisely at 9 o’clock in the
Forenoon, to proceed from thence in Masonic form to St.
Paul’s Church, where a Charity-Sermon will be delivered for
the Relief of the Poor of the Craft, the Poor of the Congrega-
tion and the distressed Prisoners in gaol. After the sermon
an Anthem will be sung by gentlemen of the Uranian Society.

‘“By order of the R. W. Grand Master,

“¢ Assheton Humphreys, Grand Sec’ry.’’ *2

The following interesting article was published in
the Pennsylvania Packet, the leading newspaper of

** Reprint of the Minutes of Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, Vol.<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>